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Governor Hochul Issues Executive Order 54 Declaring A State Of 
Emergency  In Response To The Interruption Of Federal SNAP  
This week Governor Hochul declared a state of emergency and announced new actions 
in response to the Trump administration stripping food assistance from 3 million New 
Yorkers come November 1.  Governor Hochul is committing an additional $65 million in 
new State funds for emergency food assistance that will reinforce New York’s network of 
vital food bank and pantry partners and provide about 40 million meals to hungry New 
Yorkers. The Governor is also deploying Empire State Service Corps and SUNY Corps 
Members to support local food banks during this emergency period of increased need, 
and continuing to explore food hubs at schools. 
 
“The Trump Administration is cutting food assistance off for three million New Yorkers, 
leaving our state to face an unprecedented public health crisis and hurting our grocers, 
bodegas and farmers along the way,” Governor Hochul said. “Unlike Washington 
Republicans, I won’t sit idly by as families struggle to put food on the table. Today, I’m 
declaring a state of emergency and am committing additional state funds for emergency 
food assistance to ensure New Yorkers don’t go hungry. Donald Trump and Republicans 
in Congress have the power to stop this crisis — millions of families depend on it.” 
 
The announcement included $65M in new State funds for programs that support food 
banks, pantries, soup kitchens and more to provide emergency food assistance to New 
Yorkers 



• $40M in new funding for the Hunger Prevention and Nutrition Assistance 
Program, which provides emergency food relief and nutrition services to food-
insecure populations. HPNAP works in partnership with a network of about 2,700 
Emergency Food Providers (EFPs), including food pantries, soup kitchens, and 
shelters. 

• $25M in new funding for Nourish NY, which supplies surplus agricultural 
products (e.g., milk, apples, cheese, yogurt, cabbage, squash) to populations who 
need them through the State’s network of food relief organizations (i.e., regional 
food banks, food pantries, soup kitchens, and community-based organizations that 
provide food for free to persons experiencing food insecurity). 
 

Deploying Empire State Service Corps and SUNY Corps Members to support food 
banks 

• Currently, hundreds of SUNY students serve as peer navigators, helping fellow 
students complete SNAP applications and assisting at campus and local food 
pantries. 

• The Empire State Service Corps will allow current members to expand their paid 
hours, enabling them to provide greater support at food pantries statewide. In 
addition, new short-term crisis response positions will be created to assist food 
pantries and food banks facing staffing shortages. 

 
This announcement comes as New York, along with 24 other states, sued the Trump 
administration on Tuesday to demand the release of emergency SNAP funds. The 
Governor also joined a letter alongside 20 other Governors to the President, calling for 
the Administration to reverse course and release emergency SNAP funds. Governor 
Hochul also fast-tracked $41 million in state funds for emergency food assistance earlier 
this week — today’s announcement brings the total of allocated state funds to $106 
million. 
 
Additionally, this week a new website launched to connect New Yorkers 
with food assistance resources to view the website please click here.  
 
To view the full press release please click here. 
To view the Executive Order Please click here.  
 
Governor Hochul Says Special Session, Income Tax Hikes Are Off The Table 
According to recent press reports Governor Hochul on Thursday said she’s not going to 
ask lawmakers to return to the state Capitol for a special session amid the ongoing 
government shutdown. 
 
Benefits through the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program for low-income New 
Yorkers are not expected to be replenished at the start of the month Saturday, leaving 
recipients without the aid they typically rely on to feed their families. Governor Hochul 

https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-hochul-declares-state-emergency-and-initiates-new-actions-response-trump
https://www.governor.ny.gov/executive-order/no-54-declaring-statewide-disaster-emergency-due-federal-actions-related


has now used emergency measures, via a “food emergency,” to unlock $106 million that 
will go toward food assistance programs and food pantries. 
 
She’s also deploying the Empire State Service Corps and SUNY Corps, which are 
programs that typically connect students with opportunities in public service. They’ll help 
out food banks and food pantries. 
 
The funding Hochul has unlocked so far is only about a sixth of what some advocates say 
would help fill the full void through the month of November. 
 
“We call on Gov. Hochul to allocate up to $650 million in state funds to ensure full 
SNAP benefits in November,” the Legal Aid Society, a legal services group, said in a 
statement. “The state has both financial means and the responsibility to prevent families 
from going hungry.” 
 
Governor Hochul hasn’t said that she’ll cap the state’s funding toward food assistance at 
$106 million. But she made clear Thursday that the state can’t supplant the federal aid 
they would’ve received. 
 
“This is not a bailout for the federal government because it’s their job to feed 
Americans,” Hochul said. 
 
New York is already expecting to have to fill gaps in its state budget left by federal 
funding changes, including the possibility of having to shoulder the cost of administering 
the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program. 
 
Some advocates have called on Hochul and lawmakers to convene a special session to get 
ahead of those shortfalls. Hochul said Thursday that’s not going to happen. 
 
“We’re not going to do those extraordinary measures and bring back the Legislature or 
(increase) taxes on people to make up for the federal government’s failure to do what they 
are obligated to do,” Hochul said. 
 
Hochul said she hasn’t budged on her opposition to income tax hikes on high-income 
earners but didn’t rule out other ways to raise revenue. 
 
“We’re not talking about new income taxes. I’ve been very clear on that,” Hochul said. 
“We’re very creative in state government. We’ll find a path to accomplish the goals we 
need to.” 
 
For more information please click here.  
 
FY2026 NYS Enacted Budget Financial Plan Mid-Year Update Released 

https://www.capitolconfidential.com/p/hochul-says-no-special-session-no?img=https%3A%2F%2Fsubstack-post-media.s3.amazonaws.com%2Fpublic%2Fimages%2F2c64600d-5a3b-4ef7-afa9-f188f770ef9b_2048x1365.jpeg&open=false


This week the Mid-Year Update (the “Financial Plan”) to the First Quarterly Update for 
Fiscal Year (FY) 2026 was released. The State’s FY 2026 began on April 1, 2025 and 
ends on March 31, 2026. The Division of the Budget (DOB) expects to update its 
Financial Plan projections following the close of the third quarter with the FY 2027 
Executive Budget. Below is an introductory summary of the report. The full report is 
linked here.  
 
This Mid-Year Financial Plan Update reflects revisions to the annual projections of 
receipts and spending in all years based on an updated economic forecast and operating 
results for the first half of the fiscal year, programmatic experience and outcomes, 
ongoing operational needs, and the impact of the Federal House of Representatives Bill 1 
(H.R. 1) legislation. 
 
At the time of the Enacted Budget Financial Plan release in June 2025, the State faced 
elevated recession fears among economists and business leaders. The U.S. economy had 
experienced its first contraction in three years during the first quarter of 2025 coupled 
with significantly lower growth rates and higher inflation estimates that were raising 
concerns about “stagflation.” DOB’s outlook at the time, like other independent forecasts, 
was driven by softening employment trends, higher unemployment projections, 
significantly higher tariff expectations that created economic uncertainty and financial 
market volatility. Accordingly, the Enacted Budget Financial Plan included downward 
revisions to projected tax receipts totaling roughly $4 billion in each fiscal year beginning 
in FY 2027. The receipts revisions were mostly concentrated in PIT at the time, 
consistent with the forecasted slowdown in employment growth, which was expected to 
drive lower withholding collections, and an expected decline in finance and insurance 
bonuses after historically high bonuses in the first quarter of 2025. 
 
The economic outlook has now improved significantly from DOB’s previous forecast, 
reflecting strong wage growth, continued stock market strength fueled by expected growth 
in the technology sector, and slower than expected impacts from the tariffs. The revised 
economic outlook, strong withholding collections to date, and an improved finance and 
insurance bonus forecast establish the basis for upward revisions to baseline estimated 
General Fund tax receipts of $2.6 billion in the current year and $5.3 billion in FY 2027 
included in this Financial Plan update3, with comparable increases in subsequent years. 
These upward revisions to tax receipts in the Mid-Year Financial Plan more than offset 
the forecasted declines recognized in the FY 2026 Enacted Budget Financial Plan. 
 
Despite the present positive outlook, the State continues to face economic risks and fiscal 
challenges stemming from recent Federal legislation and policies, uncertainty and 
volatility caused by the ongoing Federal government shutdown and failure to pass a short-
term concurrent resolution, a softening labor market, unpredictable tariff policies and 
concomitant concerns about the potential for a trade war, and the inherent risk of stock 
market concentration in large technology companies. Other headwinds that exacerbate 

https://www.budget.ny.gov/pubs/archive/fy26/en/fy26fp-en-myu.pdf?TSPD_101_R0=084c043756ab2000ecaf7dd5ffc3df96abfb66a0235062d546a1fff67785d75027d7f651ae43d5cb08e8c300751430007109545511c0c4ceccef14d95da3afc394272a31218b9370444d3f09ec99db105c113b0df675e90783925fb8fd24b06a


multi-year fiscal risks and uncertainty include the ongoing implications of sustained trends 
of elevated enrollment and rising costs in public health insurance programs, and Federal 
spending reductions that are expected to negatively impact health care delivery and 
coverage, social services, public safety, climate change, and clean energy programs. 
 
In addition to the tax receipts revisions, the Mid-Year Financial Plan includes State costs 
associated with the H.R. 1 bill signed by the President on July 4, 2025, which 
substantially altered Federal funding for health care, food security programs and services 
provided to New Yorkers and amended the Federal tax liability of New York’s residents 
and businesses. The Federal bill is projected to increase State costs by roughly $800 
million in the current year, $3.4 billion next year, and grows to more than $4 billion by 
FY 2029. 
 
Other changes include upward revisions to non-tax receipts, which mainly account for 
Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) reimbursements of prior year 
COVID-19 expenditures and higher investment income earnings. The multi-year 
forecast for spending has also been reduced across various programs to reflect continued 
underspending and updated data and programmatic assumptions. Which according to 
the report by the Department of Budget include savings attributable to level enrollment 
trends in Medicaid Managed Long-Term Care (MLTC), primarily due to the 
implementation of the statewide fiscal intermediary (FI) in the Consumer Directed 
Personal Assistance Program (CDPAP). These additional savings are achieved according 
to the report without any changes to CDPAP eligibility requirements.  
 
The updated Financial Plan also recognizes additional costs related to hunger prevention 
and food security programs to assist families and individuals that may lose Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) benefits in the near term; staffing shortages at 
correctional facilities; higher employee fringe benefit costs, including a larger than 
expected pension bill due to recently enacted retirement enhancements; and increased 
transfers to support capital projects. In addition, the updated Financial Plan includes a 
planned $750 million prepayment of debt service costs that are due in FY 2027 and 
restoration of $500 million in reserves that were previously planned to offset costs for 
assistance to asylum seekers. 
 
The aggregate changes in this Mid-Year Financial Plan Update reduce the cumulative 
outyear budget gaps from the levels estimated in the First Quarterly Update. The 
projected budget gaps now total $4.2 billion in FY 2027, $10 billion in FY 2028, and 
$12.6 billion in FY 2029. These projected gaps, which include Medicaid spending 
projections that exceed the Global Cap spending allowance by over $3 billion beginning 
in FY 2027, are due to spending growth outpacing available resources and impacts to the 
State due to H.R. 1. The outyear gaps benefit from the accumulation of prior year 
prepayments and available fund balances, and absent these resources, the gaps would be 
higher. 



 
The Governor will propose a FY 2027 Executive Budget by January 20, 2026, that must 
include a plan to provide for balanced General Fund operations on a cash basis in FY 
2027. 
 
To view the full report please click here.  
                                                                     
NYS COVID-19 Monitoring Dashboard 
Use this link to view the State’s updated COVID-19 Hub. 
 
NYS COVID-19 Fatalities Tracker  
Below we have included the Fatalities Tracker with the webpage where updated numbers 
can be found throughout the week linked here. 

 
 
Helpful Links and Resources 
Empire State Development Tariff Resource Guide  
Eliminating Distractions In Schools Resource 
RMS Final Budget Tax/Revenue Table 
RMS SFY 2025-26 Final Budget H/MH Summary  
Center for Disease Control and Prevention 
Department of Financial Services information and resources 
New York COVID-19 Vaccine Information Page   
Department of Health 
https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/home 
COVID-19 Guidance for Medicaid Providers 
Office of Mental Health 

https://www.budget.ny.gov/pubs/archive/fy26/en/fy26fp-en-myu.pdf?TSPD_101_R0=084c043756ab2000ecaf7dd5ffc3df96abfb66a0235062d546a1fff67785d75027d7f651ae43d5cb08e8c300751430007109545511c0c4ceccef14d95da3afc394272a31218b9370444d3f09ec99db105c113b0df675e90783925fb8fd24b06a
https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/covid-19-data-new-york?ceid=2641474&emci=6dcc6352-1a31-ec11-9820-c896653b26c8&emdi=10f040ce-e231-ec11-9820-c896653b26c8
https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/fatalities-0
https://esd.ny.gov/tariff-resource-guide
https://www.governor.ny.gov/programs/eliminating-distractions-new-york-schools
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1TVCrGhUTtX5aCSoUL3N6X4BezL4ky_7Y/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1e_PMiPNTGntxcuGXrrCO2jrdZphhXtOv/view?usp=sharing
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-nCoV/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-nCoV/index.html
https://www.dfs.ny.gov/consumers/coronavirus
https://www.dfs.ny.gov/consumers/coronavirus
https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/home
https://health.ny.gov/health_care/medicaid/covid19/index.htm


https://omh.ny.gov/omhweb/covid-19-resources.html 
OPWDD 
https://opwdd.ny.gov/coronavirus-guidance 
State Education Department 
http://www.op.nysed.gov/COVID-19.html 
NYS Department of Labor 
https://dol.ny.gov/ 
 

  
 

https://omh.ny.gov/omhweb/covid-19-resources.html
https://opwdd.ny.gov/coronavirus-guidance
http://www.op.nysed.gov/COVID-19.html
https://dol.ny.gov/

