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Education Committee Meeting Minutes – January 12, 2012 at 7:30 pm 
Committee Members present are highlighted: Ephraim Back, Gene Bailey, Seth Camhi, Kristina Connor, Jun David, Monty Douglas, John Eipling, Henry Francis, Kelly Madden, Tochi Iroku-Malize, Clement Landanno, Jason Matuszak, Denise Octaviani, Inna Ryvkin, Elizabeth Terragnoli 
Agenda Items include:

1. The meeting minutes from September 30, 2011 were approved.
2. Follow – up on action items  from September 30
Action Item #1- Janet will set up a meeting to develop an action plan to look into what the AAFP is doing with FMIG, what FMEC has available to us, and AMA is doing. 
Result: An initial meeting was held in October to discuss promoting FP in downstate area, the subcommittee has scheduled a meeting with Commissioner Shah.  Three planning meetings, involving family medicine chairs from the downstate medical schools (Stony-Brook, Hofstra, Downstate, Albert Einstein and New York Medical College), plus Drs Neil Calman and Donald Kollisch, were held to prepare for it.  Last week Vito prepared a brief agenda as follows:
The essential theme of the meeting is that NY has a shortage of primary care physicians at a time when the demand for primary care is growing. This shortage is particularly acute in downstate and we should organize the downstate family medicine community to better advocate for greater investment in primary care and more effective recruitment of students.  Additional themes to discuss with the Commissioner include: continue to train a great many physicians but are not retaining a significant percentage of NY trained physicians to meet the demand for health care, poor reimbursement is the principal barrier to attracting more people into primary care, and almost 60% of our primary care residents are IMG’s, NY licensure requirements make it harder for NY trained IMG’s to become licensed here which compels many of these NY trained physicians to leave the state. 
Agenda items with the Commissioner include: 1. Increased Reimbursement for Primary Care, 2. Increased Residency Slots for Primary Care, 3. Direct Funding of Primary Care Residencies, 4. Formation of a PC Advisory Committee, 5. Retention of PC Residents Trained in NY & 6. CMS Innovation Center Grant.  
Monty updated the Commission that since then, a review of the agenda indicated that most of the items are not necessarily for the meeting with the Commissioner, since they were outside of his control.  Also, a different approach is being considered: instead of going to him to request favors, asking how we can help him reduce Medicaid costs.
Action item – At Jun’s suggestion, Monty to forward the information; and call for a face-to-face meeting of the downstate family medicine leaders right before or right after the 
Downstate Regional Family Medicine Conference .   Committee members are encouraged to review the minutes of those 3 meetings and send comments to Dr. Douglas.  Monty to consider resolutions for NYSAFP and MSSNY board action regarding this initiative.
Action Item – NYSAFP will send a blast email to: Chairs of Departments of FM, Residency Program directors, NYSAFP Chapters Presidents, Students Affairs at all medical schools.

Result: Monty will draft the letter for Doctors Across  NY and Kelly will send the blast email. 
The National Health Service Corps is accepting loan repayment applications from 4th year medical students in primary care. This should be included in the blast email. Dr. Back will send the information to Kelly, who will distribute to student members.
Action Item – Kelly will distribute the AAFP policy to the commission for their review.
Result: Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education, ACCME, Standards for Commercial Support are attached to the email.

Action Item – Kelly will send an email to residency programs to see if they are interested in a joint effort to sponsor a large booth at the National Conference of Family Medicine Residents and Medical Students. Programs who want to have their own booth will still be able to so, but will be included in the NY area.
Result: Kelly reached out to program directors to see who is  attending and will see if there is a desire from residency programs to share a booth and the $1000 cost to display.
3. Nomination of Dr. Steve Schultz for the AAFP Exemplary Teaching Award – the committee would like to endorse the nomination of Dr. Schultz. Additional background materials on the award are attached to the email. 
4. CUNY Pre-med students – matching mentoring program, involvement of pre-med students in NYSAFP events.
Dr. Douglas presented family medicine and its opportunities to CUNY pre-med students in December. The students want a mentoring program with family doctors. Dr. Back suggested revitalizing the current student database as well as recruiting new members for the database. The new members will need to identify whether they would you like to be a travelling mentor or mentor from home, what age student they would like to mentor (medical student or pre-med?), etc.  

Action Items - AHEC has similar goals for recruiting students. Dr. Back suggested working with AHEC, and will set up a meeting with NYSAFP and AHEC. 
Kelly will talk to Donna and membership for updating the database. 
Monty will contact Tom Rosenthal, the head of AHEC in the State to further discuss this initiative.  
5. Dr. Terragnoli volunteered to review the high school scholarships. Kelly will send her the applicants’ information when they are submitted.
6. Dr. Douglas suggested having a poster presentation or research forum at the Downstate Regional Family Medicine Conference to help recruit additional students. Dr. David suggested that we promote it this year for next year. Dr. Iroku-Malize asked Dr. Back to present how to create and submit a research forum at a conference in 2012 – 2013. 

Next meeting - March 4 at 9 – 1 at the Hilton Garden Inn, Troy, NY
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