MINUTES
NYSAFP Advocacy Commission 

March 5, 2011, 10AM-1PM

Hilton Garden Inn, Troy NY

Cassat Board Room (Lobby Level)

I:    Approval of Minutes from Fall Meeting 
    →Minutes were approved 
II:  Albany Update & Lobby Day Discussion
→Bob Reid from Weingarten, Reid & McNally updated the Board on the MRT and State Budget discussions.  Attached is the written update.

III:  Old Business

· Head Injury Awareness and Prevention Act. Discussion led by Dr. Matuszak regarding his concerns/ recommendations to improve legislation, (A2140, Benedetto/ S608, Maziarz) for the Commission’s review.  
To view bill text: http://www.assembly.state.ny.us/leg/?default_fld=&bn=A02140%09%09&Summary=Y&Memo=Y&Text=Y
→Dr. Matuszak presented his concerns with the Head Injury Awareness and Prevention Act and  will provide the Commission amendments and a written summary of his concerns. Dr. Matusazak noted in particular concerns regarding provider qualifications surrounding the  care and diagnosis of a concussions. In addition, the need for greater physicians participation and direction on the advisory board.
IV. New Business

To view the full bill text for any of the following bills, go to the Assembly website and enter the bill number: http://www.assembly.state.ny.us/leg/
1.   Carecore Resolution for Commission to consider sponsoring (attached)

→The Commission voted to support and co-sponsor  the resolution which has already been approved by its constituent county.
2.  CONSENT CALENDAR
→The Commission approved the consent calender
	Bill Number
	Same As
	Summary
	Status
	NYSAFP Position

	S2318  Kruger   
	None
	Imposes medical risk management and continuing education requirement for physician's license and renewal; appropriation
	Senate Finance
	Oppose

	S2350  Hannon   
	None
	Directs the distribution of health care proxy blank forms and instructions with mailings of driver's license and registration renewals
	Senate Transportation
	No Position/ Monitor

	S2362 Seward
	None
	Preserves New Yorkers' ability to provide for their health care
	TO ATTORNEY-GENERAL FOR OPINION
	No Position/ Monitor

	A1585 Glick
	S3091 LaValle
	Extends the provisions of the physician loan forgiveness program
	Assembly Ways & Means/ Senate Higher Ed
	Support

	S637 Golden
	None
	Provides that the liability of obstetricians and gynecologists be limited in certain cases and establishes the impaired infant compensation fund
	Senate Codes
	No Position/ Track

	A594 Gottfried

	None
	Relates to certain prohibitions in contracts or agreements by health maintenance organizations
	Passed Assembly
	Support

	S766 Young
	None
	Authorizes physician assistants under the supervision of a physician to perform most medical services that a physician can perform
	Senate Health
	Support

	A575 Gottfried
	None
	Relates to certain application and referral forms for health care plans
	Passed Assembly
	Support

	A1538 Gottfried
	None
	Relates to insurer recovery from health care providers
	Assembly Insurance
	Support

	A882 Kellner
	None
	Relates to the payment of medical malpractice insurance premiums and creates the health care access protection fund
	Assembly Insurance
	Support

	S2540 DeFrancisco
	A4851 Weinstein
	Provides for the types of damages that may be awarded to the persons for which an action for wrongful death is brought
	Senate and Assembly Judiciary
	Oppose

	A3637 Gottfried
	None
	Relates to medical home multipayor programs
	Assembly Ways & Means
	Support

	A3551 Gottfried
	None
	Relates to referrals of patients for health related items or services
	Assembly Floor
	Support

	A3463 Gabryszak
	None
	Creates the observational care unit demonstration program
	Assembly Health
	Support

	S2723  Klein
	A4661 McDonough
	Requires clinical education in pain management and establishes an advisory committee on pain management education
	Senate Health/ Assembly Health
	Oppose

	A5308 Gottfried
	S 3289  Young 
	Establishes the nurse practitioners modernization act
	Assembly Higher Education/ Senate Higher Education
	Oppose

	S2774 Duane
	None
	Legalizes the possession, manufacture, use, delivery, transfer, transport or administration of marihuana by a certified patient or designated caregiver
	Senate Health
	No Position/ Track as it does not comply with Resolution


3. BILLS FOR DISCUSSION

	Bill Number
	Same As
	Summary
	Status
	NYSAFP Position

	A2157  Gottfried
	None
	Allows nurse practitioners to perform any function in conjunction with the making of a diagnosis of illness or physical condition
	Assembly higher education
	Oppose 
Request for Further Information 

	A2347  Spano 
	S2828 Stewart-Cousins 
	Requires physicians to report instances of methicillin resistant staphylococcus aureus infections to the commissioner of health
	Assembly Health
	Oppose 
Discussion regarding potential legislation to mandate lab reporting as an alternative 

	S2181  Golden
	None
	Establishes a coordinated statewide policy, investigation, and reporting requirements for infections, including certain staphylococcus infections
	Senate Aging
	Oppose 

	S2035  Kruger 
	None
	Provides that physician fee reimbursement under the Medicaid program for office visits be no less than the amount reimbursed for hospital out-patient settings
	Senate Health
	Support 

	S1434 Saland
	None
	Prohibits incentive arrangements for inducing a health care provider to change prescriptions
	Senate Insurance
	Monitor

	A1269 Schimel
	None
	Allows for immunization against hepatitis B of a person under the age of 18
	Assembly Health
	Support 
Speak to Sponsor to Establish an age. 

	A965 Gottfried
	None
	Expands application of provisions relating to access to medical records to agents of health care providers and sets fees for reproduction of such records
	Assembly Health
	No Position 

	A655 Gottfried
	None
	Requires health care providers to disclose errors in diagnosis, treatment, services that provider knows has caused substantial harm or significant risk 
	Assembly Codes
	Oppose

	A2140 Benedetto
	S608 Maziarz
	Relates to establishing a head injury awareness act
	Assembly and Senate Education
	Academy is opposed in its current form, but is developing amendments

	S2671  Kruger
	None
	Requires preliminary investigation by commissioner of health in cases of multiple malpractice claims against a physician
	Senate Health
	Oppose 
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