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EDUCATION COMMITTEE Meeting Minutes – March 5, 2011 10 am
Committee Members (those present are highlighted): Monty Douglas, Henry Francis, Tochi Iroku-Malize, Barbara Keber, Clem Landanno, Glen Maas, Kelly Madden, Jason Matuszak, Bob Morrow, Victor Stana, Liz Terragnoli, Wei Wang, Rebecca Williams
1. Minutes from 10/5/10 were approved; note: there was no quorum.
2. Update on Conferences: The commission will discuss with the Board the future of educational opportunities- see Action Item #1.
a. Regional Family Medicine Conference – Upstate Albany & Rochester
· Albany conference is scheduled for October 15 at the Desmond. The NYSAFP Board meeting will be following day. There will be two tracks and no SAM workshops. The committee has been made aware of declining attendance numbers in the past years and hopes to implement initiatives to increase these numbers. 

· Rochester Regional Family Medicine Conference will be on October 1 at the Hyatt Regency of Rochester. The committee is against pharmaceutical funding and will have to look to other funding sources. 
The Education Commission has proposed holding only 1 regional conference in the Fall. Having two conferences in the same month is difficult for people to attend and could be a financial burden to the Academy. The Commission will ask the Board to decide on which location to continue to continue - see Action Item #1.
b. Downstate Regional Family Medicine Conference

The DRFMC will be held April 9 at Beth Israel. Registration is active online; there is maximum capacity of 80. County chapters have been encouraged to help subsidize student and resident attendance. Monty suggested contacting the 5 borough chapters asking to help our attendance numbers. Barbara volunteered speaking to the Nassau chapter, Tochi will contact the Suffolk chapter and Monty will contact the Bronx-Westchester and Manhattan chapter, Marc Krotowski will contact Brooklyn and Marianne will contact Long Island. 
Two tracks are offered: one featuring technology and meaningful use for practice improvement and the other is dedicated to maintenance of certification and clinical work.  Clem suggested that the topics may be too academic and could lead to low registration numbers.
c. ALSO Summer & Fall 2011
ALSO Summer Course is May 6 in Saratoga Springs. The Fall course will be held as a pre-conference to the FMEC conference in Boston. It will be October 20, 2011.
There is a possibility of  new OB requirements for residency programs which include a track requiring only 20 overall deliveries with no continuity deliveries and only block rotations verses a second track that would require the same 10 continuity deliveries currently prescribed and overall 80 deliveries and additional requirement may also include ability to first assist at cesareans and that may affect the need and demand for ALSO courses. Tochi will update the commission at the summer meetings as to the changes. 
d. Winter Weekend 2012

Winter Weekend 2012 is scheduled for January 25 – 29. WW was not as successful financially as hoped. It was, however, well received by attendees as evidenced by evaluations and informal feedback. The decline in attendance and a corresponding decline in exhibits caused the disparity between our projected and actual revenues and expenses. We are addressing the revenue side by introducing a sales & marketing function under Karl’s direction.
The committee has been downsized to: Barbara Keber, Dawn Brink-Cymerman, Jun David, Michael Kernan, Denis Chagnon, Bob Morrow, Keith Festa, Gene Bailey, Jason Matuszak, and Clem Landanno. 

Suggestions for 2012:

· The committee would like to increase the amount of CME.
· Clem suggested having afternoon optional workshops, for example a 3-hour dermatology workshop. 
· Jason suggested changing the days the conference is offered. Saturday – Monday. Lectures will be offered Saturday and Sunday with the dinner on Sunday night. Monday will offer optional workshops in the morning and meetings in afternoon. Tuesday will be SAM workshops. 
· Kelly will look into discounted Lake Placid activities for families. 
· Medical students / residents could be awarded to enhance the younger population. Each program could send up there “best” resident.
3. Institute of Medicine Report (IOM report “Redesigning Continuing Education in the Health Professions”) Dr. Keber distributed the report to the committee members and it was reviewed during the meeting. It discusses the development of a Continuing Professional Development Institute, to be funded by some combination of public and private funding.  The IOM suggests that stakeholders in medicine, across the healthcare spectrum, develop a national institute for medical education. Concerns include possible diluting of the specific educational needs of Family Physicians.  However, the Commission agrees with continuing to provide professional development in a more interdisciplinary way, but wants to assure that there remain other opportunities for continuing education for family physicians so as not to eliminate some of the programs meant specifically for family physicians.  The committee is concerned about the way in which this would be implemented and who would govern such an initiative. If such an institute is developed there must be a presence of family medicine since as the primary leaders of the PCMH we must be involved in the development of any such organization and its programs. 
Dr. Keber will draft a resolution for the committee to review and it will be presented at the June COD for consideration and discussion. 
4. 2011 Annual Meeting - NYACP NYS Near Miss Registry at COD of CME conference

Background Information: The Near Miss Registry (NMR) is an online voluntary, confidential, anonymous reporting system. It collects the what, when and roles of individuals but not the identity. 
NYSAFP will support as long as it remains confidential and under health care law # 206.
Action Items for NYSAFP Board
1. Consolidate Fall 2011 conferences – possible conflict for two RFMC and ALSO instructor course in one month in October. We request the Board make a decision regarding whether to proceed with both conferences or if not which conference to move forward with and to allocate meetings appropriately throughout the year in order to meet member needs and increase conference attendance. Concern for financial losses with too many conference offerings may dilute the attendance at any particular meeting. 
Next meeting: 

The Commission will try to schedule a Skype or “go to meeting” – Kelly will ask the committee what day which works best. 
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