NYSAFP Toolkit
· Group Purchasing: Vaccine purchasing groups for physicians
This link lists information about vaccine purchasing groups, most of which provide discounted vaccine pricing.
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· Manufacturers: Manufacturer discounts and return policies for practices
This link lists vaccine manufacturer’s discount and return policies.
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· Negotiating Contracts: Physician guide on how to effectively negotiate with insurers for adequate insurance reimbursement for providing vaccinations 
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· Medicare Vaccine Administration Fee Schedule: Medicare annually publishes a vaccine administration fee schedule which is geographically adjusted.
The Medicare vaccine administration fee schedule is considered one of the most accurate estimates of the cost of providing vaccinations.  Practices should use it as a reference when they negotiate new contracts with payers.
2009 Medicare Vaccine Admin Rates.pdf
· NYSIIS Compatible EMRs: EMR vendor products with NYSIIS compatibility
This link lists NYSIIS-compatible EMR systems that include functionality that allows the EMR system to send immunization information to NYSIIS (the New York State Immunization Information System).  Before contracting with an EMR vendor, check to make sure that the EMR system that you are considering is NYSIIS-compatible.
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· Vaccine Codes: Worksheet for billing with vaccine codes
Practices can download the attached document, delete the rows that apply to vaccines that they do not provide, and then use the rest of the document as a billing tool for immunizations that they provide.
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· Helpful Immunization Links
· AAP Vaccine Finance Resources for Physicians: Supplement in Pediatrics with resources for physicians
http://pediatrics.aappublications.org/cgi/content/full/124/Supplement_5/S573
· AAP Vaccine Survival Guide: Worksheet for determining vaccine costs
http://www.aap.org/immunization/pediatricians/pdf/Vacc_survival_insert.pdf
· CDC Vaccine Management Guide: Physician guide on storage and handling of vaccines
http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/pubs/downloads/bk-vac-mgt.pdf
· CDC Vaccine Price List: Vaccines prices for CDC and the private sector
http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/programs/vfc/cdc-vac-price-list.htm
· CDC Vaccine Storage and Handling Toolkit: Physicians guide on proper preparation to disposal of vaccines
http://www2a.cdc.gov/vaccines/ed/shtoolkit/pages/prep_disposal.pdf
· CMS Administration Reimbursement Rates: Medicare vaccine administration reimbursement rates by state and geographic region within states
http://www.cms.hhs.gov/AdultImmunizations/Downloads/09AdminRates.pdf

· Immunization Action Coalition: Resources and vaccine information for providers including up-to-date vaccine immunization statements in English and a host of other languages. IAC also distributes an informative weekly e-mail posting called IAC Express which contains the latest immunization information
http://www.immunize.org/
· MMWR: Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report: Published weekly by the CDC, MMWR lists up-to-date vaccine information.  On-line subscriptions to MMWR are available at:
http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/
· NYC Citywide Immunization Registry: Information resources for providers about the CIR including the UPIF guide for EMR interfaces
http://www.nyc.gov/html/doh/html/cir/a02.html

· NYS Insurance Department Complaint Form: Online form for providers to file a complaint about insurer issues (i.e., non-prompt payments)
http://www.ins.state.ny.us/provlhow.htm
· NYSIIS Information for Providers: Information resources for providers about NYSIIS
http://www.health.state.ny.us/prevention/immunization/information_system/providers/
· Vaccine Education Center at Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia. Headed by Dr. Paul Offit, the center provides helpful information about vaccine safety, addresses special considerations related to vaccination and offers educational materials on vaccination.
http://www.chop.edu/service/vaccine-education-center/

· Washington State Vaccine List: Vaccine and CPT codes list updated by Washington State. Washington State publishes the most up-to-date list of vaccines and vaccine CPT codes
https://fortress.wa.gov/doh/cpir/iweb/homepage/completelistofvaccinenames.pdf
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Manufacturers

		Manufacturer		Terms and Conditions of Sale Website		Direct Purchasing		Discounts		Expired Vaccine Returns

		GlaxoSmithKline		https://www.gskvaccinesdirect.com/gsk/en/US/links/GSKTermsandConditions.html
https://www.gskvaccinesdirect.com/gsk/en/US/links/ReturnGoodsPolicy.html		Yes		May be eligible for a 2% prompt payment discount although it is conditional and contract specific.		Expired and unopened products can be returned only within one year past expiration date, with the exception of reconstituted vials of parenteral products regardless of labeled expiration date.

		Merck		http://www.merck.com/e-business/reports/termsAndConditionsOfSale.pdf		Yes		Eligible for a 2% prompt payment discount is earned on invoice purchases if paid within 90 days from date of invoice.		Products must be returned in their original containers bearing the original label on the expiration date to one year after the expiration date to be eligible for credit or check.

		MedImmune		http://www.medimmune.com/Default.aspx		MedImmune does not distribute vaccines directly but provides a list of approved distributers: http://www.medimmune.com/assets/PPC_Customers_1109.xls

		Sanofi Pasteur		http://www.sanofipasteur.com/sanofi-pasteur2/front/index.jsp?siteCode=SP_CORP		Sanofi Pasteur does not distribute vaccines directly but through Vaccine Shoppe (https://www.vaccineshoppe.com)		Eligible for a 1% discount on all vaccines if ordered with flu vaccine through Vaccine Shoppe.		Expired and unopened vaccine can be returned to Vaccine Shoppe for a refund, with the exception of Menactra. Up to 25% of the cost of expired flu vaccine that is ordered and returned will be refunded.
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IMPORTANT POINTS TO INSIST ON REGARDING INSURANCE REIMBURSEMENT FOR VACCINATION

Insurance companies often will consider adjusting their reimbursement rates if providers can demonstrate with data that the cost of providing services like vaccinations exceeds their reimbursement for the service.

Reimbursement for Vaccine Administration

Before appealing to or negotiating with insurance companies regarding reimbursement rates for administering vaccinations (vaccine administration fees), it is advisable to:


· Try to determine the actual costs associated with providing vaccinations in your practice (including associated fixed non-personnel costs as well as the proportions of salary and benefit costs for non-clinical and clinical staff involved in vaccination-related work).  The American Academy of Pediatrics has a tool that can be used for this purpose: http://www.aap.org/immunization/pediatricians/pdf/Vacc_survival_insert.pdf

· Check the Medicare vaccine administration fee schedule.  This geographically-adjusted fee schedule is revised by CMS annually and is a good estimate of the actual costs of providing vaccinations in various geographic areas.  Practices should lobby insurers to pay vaccine administration fees that at least match those on the Medicare fee schedule: See 2009 Medicare Vaccine Admin Rates.pdf

Reimbursement for Vaccine Purchase


You can question the reimbursement rates that are set by insurers for vaccine purchase.  Before doing so, determine if you are getting the best prices and terms for the vaccines that your practice purchases (see the links in this tool kit for group purchasing and manufacturer discounts).

Insurance companies often determine how much they will reimburse for practices’ vaccine purchase costs on the basis of the Average Wholesale Price as determined by the vaccine manufacturers.  Practices should check the CDC Vaccine Price list at: 
http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/programs/vfc/cdc-vac-price-list.htm 


Insurance Contract Provisions

Practices should make sure that their contracts with insurers include provisions for:


· Timely payment for vaccinations that are provided


· Adequate vaccine administration fees for the first vaccination and each subsequent vaccination provided at a visit 


· Payment of a vaccine administration fee for each vaccination provided


· Regularly revised reimbursement rates for vaccine purchase based on changes in vaccine purchase prices


· Payment for vaccines newly recommended by the ACIP (as reported on the ACIP web site)

In addition, practices individually, through IPAs that they participate in, and through specialty societies should lobby insurers to pay an enhanced fee for providing physician counseling for immunizations for children ages 7 and under (CPT codes 90465 and 90466).  These codes are generally not currently being reimbursed at enhanced rates as intended.
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Vaccine Codes

		Pediatric / Adolescent Immunizations

				Vaccine Type		Brand Name		CPT Code		ICD-9

				DT, DTaP, Td, Tdap

		□		DT (under 7 years)		Diphtheria and Tetanus Toxoids Adsorbed		90702		V06.1

		□		DTaP (under 7 years)		Daptacel®, Infanrix®, Tripedia®		90700		V06.1

		□		Td (7 years and over)		Decavac®		90714		V06.5

		□		Td (7 years and over)		Tetanus and Diphtheria Toxoids Adsorbed		90718		V06.5

		□		Tdap (7 years and over)		Adacel®, Boostrix®		90715		V06.1

				Hep A

		□		2-dose		Havrix®, Vaqta®		90633		V05.3

		□		3-dose		Havrix®		90634		V05.3

				Hep B

		□		2-dose		Recombivax HB®		90743		V05.3

		□		3-dose		Engerix B®, Recombivax HB®		90744		V05.3

		□		4-dose		Engerix B®		90747		V05.3

				Hib

		□		3-dose		PedvaxHIB®		90647		V03.81

		□		4-dose HbOC conjugate		HibTITER®		90645		V03.81

		□		4-dose PRP-T conjugate		ActHIB®, Hiberix®		90648		V03.81

				HPV

		□		3-dose quadrivalent		Gardasil®		90649		V05.8

		□		3-dose bivalent		Cervarix®		90650		V05.8

				Influenza

		□		Shot - PF (6-35 months old)		Fluzone® No Preservative Pediatric		90655		V04.81

		□		Shot (6-35 months old)		Fluzone®		90657		V04.81

		□		Shot - PF (3 years and over)		Fluzone® No Preservative, Fluvirin® Preservative Free, Fluarix® Preservative Free		90656		V04.81

		□		Shot (3 years and over)		Fluzone®, Fluvirin®, Fluarix®		90658		V04.81

		□		Nasal		FluMist®		90660		V04.81

		□		H1N1 monovalent vaccine		H1N1		90663		V04.81

				MMR

		□		MMR		MMRII®		90707		V06.4

				Meningococcal

		□		Tetravalent conjugate		Menactra®		90734		V03.89

		□		Polysaccharide		Menomune®		90733		V03.89

				Pneumococcal

		□		7-valent conjugate		Prevnar®		90669		V03.82

		□		23-valent polysaccharide		Pneumovax®		90732		V03.82

				Poliovirus

		□		IPV		IPOL®		90713		V04.0

				Rotavirus

		□		2-dose		Rotarix®		90681		V04.89

		□		3-dose		RotaTeq®		90680		V04.89

				Varicella

		□		Varicella		Varivax®		90716		V05.4

				Combination vaccines

		□		Hep B, Hib		Comvax®		90748		V06.8

		□		DTaP, IPV		Kinrix®		90696		V06.3

		□		Hib, Mening, Tetanus		MenHibrix®		90644		V06.8

		□		DTaP, Hep B, IPV		Pediarix®		90723		V06.8

		□		DTaP, Hib, IPV		Pentacel®		90698		V06.8

		□		MMRV		ProQuad®		90710		V06.8

		□		DTaP, Hib		TriHIBit®		90721		V06.8

				Immunization Administration				CPT Code

		□		H1N1 vaccine administration				90470

		□		First injected vaccine (IM, SQ)				90471

		□		Each additional injected vaccine (IM,SQ)				90472

		□		First nasal/oral vaccine (FluMist, rotavirus)				90473

		□		Each additional nasal/oral vaccine (FluMist, rotavirus)				90474

				Immunization Administration (under 8 years with Physician Counseling)

		□		First injected vaccine (IM, SQ)				90465

		□		Each additional injected vaccine (IM,SQ)				90466

		□		First nasal/oral vaccine (FluMist, rotavirus)				90467

		□		Each additional nasal/oral vaccine (FluMist, rotavirus)				90468
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Group Purchasing

		Group		Membership Requirements		Telephone		Website		Contact		Contact Email

		Atlantic Health Partners		Membership is required but there are no fees. Vaccines orders are made via the same vaccine websites, but are linked to the group discounted contract. Criteria are directed at using core vaccines from Sanofi Pasteur and Merck. For states where the core vaccines are purchased from the state, groups can still purchase adolescent vaccines through Atlantic Health Partners.		800-741-2044		www.atlantichealthpartners.com		Jeff Winokur		jwinokur@atlantichealthpartners.com

		Child Health Advantage		Any physician or physician office is free to join through their owner hospital network or independently. The Child Health Advantage Program, formerly eVaccines, is managed by Child Health Corporation of America (CHCA), an alliance of 44 non-competing children's hospitals.		913-262-1436		www.childhealthadvantage.com		Membership Coordinator		advantage@chca.com

		CPP-Children’s Practicing Pediatricians		No dues or entry fees, Lowest price/fewest shot regimen, additional rebates direct to practices, easy sign-up, cash flow/inventory control focused terms, nonprofit all FAAP Pediatrician Board, Established 1985		877-277-9330		www.cpp-docs.org		Charlotte Brown		cpp@nationwidechildrens.org

		Fair Advantage Consortium		There is no cost to join or monthly membership fee. Must use 90% of Merck and 80% of Sanofi Pasteur vaccines. Also offers Medimmune vaccine at discount.		256-265-2464		www.fairadvantageconsortium.com		Robin Riggs		rriggs@fairadvantageconsortium.com

		Integrated Physician’s Solution		There is no cost to join or monthly membership fee. Must use Merck and Sanofi Pasteur vaccines. Also offers Medimmune vaccine at discount.		888-440-4772		www.ips-usa.com/vaccines		Lynne Sherman		lsherman@ips-usa.com

		Kelson Physician Partners		No cost to join or monthly fees. Requires 75% of DTaP be purchased from Sanofi Pasteur and 75% of hepatitis B be purchased from Merck.		866-820-4898		www.kelsoncorp.com/vaccine.html

		Mainstreet Vaccines		Offers members discounts and rebates on a comprehensive line of vaccines manufactured by Sanofi Pasteur and Merck. There is no contract, no set-up or cancellation fee, no reprogramming fee, and no risk.		804-314-4084		www.mainstreetvacs.com		Program Administrator		administrator@mainstreetvacs.com

		National Discount Vaccine Alliance Inc		There is no membership fee. Membership requires members to order vaccines directly through Merck and Sanofi Pasteur.		785-273-4165		http://www.nationaldiscountvaccinealliance.com		Kathy Cain, MD 
or
Richard Lander, MD		kcain@nationaldiscountvaccinealliance.com 
or 
rlander@nationaldiscountvaccinealliance.com

		National Physician Care		Private practice physicians or physician groups, or corporate clinics from anywhere in the United States. No discrimination or required affiliations.		877-598-3286		www.nationalphysiciancare.com		Richard Miles		info@nationalphysiciancare.com

		Pediatric Federation LLC		There are no fees, but practices cannot be a part of another group purchasing organization. Rebates and most of the administration fees are returned to participating practices.		888-877-4761		www.pediafed.com		Kathy Chebib		info@pediafed.com

		PedsPal		No fees to join. Can terminate contract at any time. Expect loyalty to the companies in the program. Supplies Merck and Sanofi Pasteur vaccines.		682-885-7257		www.pedspal.org		Larry Culp
or
Debbie Standridge		pedspal@cookchildrens.org

		Physicians Alliance Inc		Any private practice in the United States is eligible. Membership is free and participation is voluntary. Members are free to choose which of 30+ agreements they want to access.		866-348-9780		www.physiciansalliance.com		Heather Johnson		info@physall.com

		Primary Care Alliance		Any physician or physician group in the United States may participate. No membership fees.		866-688-8875		www.primarycarealliance.com		Amy Dahl		adahl@primarycarealliance.com

		U.S. Physicians Purchasing Group		Membership is required but there are no fees.  Practices cannot be a part of another group purchasing organization. Vaccines orders are made via the same vaccine websites, but are linked to the group discounted contract.		877-698-7774		http://www.usppg.org/vaccine-purchasing.html		USPPG Representative		customercare@usppg.org
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Vendors

		NYSIIS Compatible EMR VENDORS (12/03/2009)

		In-House

		ACME

		ADS (Medex Premiere) (NEIC)

		Allscripts - MYSIS

		CDS (Contemporary Data Services)

		Cerner System

		CMI Medical Systems

		EasyBilling

		Ecast

		Eclinical Works

		Eclipsys

		EncounterPro

		EPIC

		EZImmune

		GE Healthcare -Centricity

		Hypocrates

		Iatric

		McKesson

		MD Everywhere

		MDOffice

		Medallies (with NextGen or Eclinical)

		Medcomp

		MedData

		Medent (Community Computer/Hlth SysTech)

		Medfx

		Medical Communication Systems

		Medical Manager

		Medisoft / Medinotes

		Meditech

		Medware

		MicroMD

		Mitchell McCormick

		NextGen

		Office Practicum

		PerfectCare

		Physician's Computer Company

		Physicians Solution

		PMP

		PractiCare

		Practice Made Perfect

		Practice Partner

		Priority Management Group

		Pyramid Partner

		Quicksilver Computers

		Sage (Medical Manager)

		SoapWare

		Synamed

		Virtual Officeware

		Welligent

		Live Vendors not listed above

		e-MDs

		MacPractice

		Noteworthy

		Vendors testing or in progress of building application

		peak performance (under medisoft)

		easybilling (universal aplication)

		Fizer

		Medlink Intl.

		foxmeadow

		techplus

		amazing charts

		FairChoice

		AOS

		Athena

		Tetridyne

		Minute Clinic






