
2010 Congress of Delegates
NYSAFP

June 19-20, 2010
The Congress convened at 8:00 a.m. on June 20th. Vice Speaker Mark Josefski, MD presided.
Dr. Josefski announced that Dr. Merritt would serve as parliamentarian.
Dr. Josefski announced the following election results:

ELECTION OF OFFICERS:

President:


James Greenwald, MD

President – Elect:

Neil Nepola, MD

Vice President:


Philip Kaplan, MD

Secretary:


James Mumford, MD

Treasurer:


Bob Morrow, MD

Speaker:


Mark Josefski, MD

Vice Speaker:


Stephen Offord, MD 

Delegate to AAFP:

Henry Francis, MD

Alt. Del. to AAFP:

Marianne LaBarbera, MD

Directors:


Tochi Iroku-Malize, MD








Montgomery Douglas, MD








Bob Ostrander, MD



Resident Director:

Margarita Mosquera, MD




Alt. Resident Director:

Wei Wang, MD

Dr. Josefski introduced AAFP Speaker Leah Raye Mabry, MD, who presented the AAFP report. Dr. Mabry explained how the AAFP established its position and strategy for achieving health care reform. She also discussed the major milestones in the transformation of primary care. She reviewed the major provisions of the health care reform legislation signed into law by President Obama. The AAFP has decided not to support further temporary corrections to the SGR formula unless two conditions are included: first, that it would not expire before the end of 2012; and second, that it must include higher payment for primary care. Dr. Mabry responded to questions after her presentation.
Dr. Josefski next introduced Dr. Greenwald for his inaugural remarks. Dr. Greenwald said he plans to focus on governance, member services and education. He said he was preparing a vision statement for NYSAFP. 
Report of the Reference Committee on Operations

The speaker announced that should the Congress approve the consent calendar, all items on the consent calendar will be disposed of in that single action. There will not be any opportunity for discussion on any item that is included on the consent calendar after the consent calendar is adopted. A motion to extract something from the consent calendar does not require a second. Any delegate may extract an item from the consent calendar by so moving that the item be extracted and the item will be extracted without objection. 

Dr. Klepack (Reference Committee Chair): Mister Speaker, the Reference Committee on Operations has considered each of the items referred to it and desires to present the following report.  The Committee’s recommendations on each item will be submitted on our consent calendar. 

A:  CONSENT CALENDAR

Mr. Speaker, the Committee considered the following items:

1. The Annual Report of the Operations Commission on pages 42-43 of the Delegates Handbook

2. The Annual Report of the Membership Commission on pages 53-55 of the Delegates Handbook

3. The Annual Report of the Leadership Commission on pages 50-52 of the Delegates Handbook

4. The Annual Report of the Education Commission on pages 45-49 of the Delegates Handbook

5. The Annual Report of the Executive Vice President on pages 36-39 of the Delegates Handbook
(Dr. Murphy asked whether the 2009 RFMC had generated a profit. Mr. Grasso responded that his report was prepared prior to completion of the 2009 audit and he did not have final figures at that time. The 2009 RFMC did generate a profit of $16,276.80.)

6. The Annual Report of the Treasurer on page 35 of the Delegates Handbook

7. The Annual Report of the President on pages 31-33 of the Delegates Handbook

8. Resolution ’10 – 1, “FamMedPAC to Support Pro-Choice Candidates”, on page 66 of the Delegates Handbook and introduced by the NY County Chapter

9. Resolution ’10 – 7, “Adequate Compensation for Family Physicians” on page 73 of the Delegates Handbook and introduced by Denise Octaviani, DO
10. Substitute Resolution ’10 – 13, RESOLUTION – 2010 FROM NCSC
Mr. Speaker, the Committee moves adoption of the Consent Calendar as listed.
Extracted items:

Resolution ’10 – 1 (Kaplan)
Resolution ’10 – 7 (Kaplan)

Resolution ’10 -13 (Kaplan)

A motion to accept the Consent Calendar excluding the extracted resolutions was approved.

Mr. Speaker, the Committee considered Resolution ‘10-1 “FamMedPAC to Support Pro-Choice Candidates”, on page 66 of the Delegates Handbook and introduced by the NY County Chapter.

RESOLUTION ’10 – 1

SUBJECT:

FamMedPAC to SUPPORT PRO-CHOICE CANDIDATES

SUBMITTED BY:
NYC COUNTY CHAPTER NYSAFP

RESOLVED, that the NYSAFP will ask FamMedPAC to support only those political candidates who share the AAFP’s commitment to preventing discrimination in health care and ensuring that it remains women’s legal right to make reproductive decisions, including abortion. And be it further

RESOLVED, that the NYSAFP instruct its delegates to the AAFP to introduce this resolution at the AAFP Congress in Denver, CO in 2010.

Mr. Speaker, a majority of witnesses who testified on this resolution were in opposition. Testimony revealed significant concern for the divisive nature of this topic. There was also discussion regarding the fact that the Academy does not have policy regarding support for or opposition to abortion. A majority of witnesses felt that it was inappropriate to restrict the discretion of FamMedPAC in the manner contemplated by this resolution. The reference committee recommends that Resolution ’10 – 1 not be adopted.
A motion to accept the recommendation of the reference committee to not approve Resolution ’10 – 1, was adopted.
Mr. Speaker, the Committee considered Resolution ‘10 – 7 “Adequate Compensation for Family Physicians” on page 73 of the Delegates Handbook and introduced by Denise Octaviani, DO.

RESOLUTION ’10 – 7

SUBJECT:

ADEQUATE COMPENSATION FOR FAMILY PHYSICIANS

SUBMITTED BY:
DENISE OCTAVIANI, DO

RESOLVED,  that the New York State Academy of Family Physicians advocate for compensation for Family Medicine services adequate to make our specialty an attractive career for medical students.        

Mr. Speaker, the Committee heard only testimony in favor of this resolution. The Academy does not currently have policy that commits us to support compensation that is adequate for members. This resolution would establish such policy and thereby guide the action of our board and Advocacy Commission. Therefore the Committee recommends that this resolution be adopted.
A motion to accept the recommendation of the reference committee to approve Resolution ’10 – 7, was adopted.
Mr. Speaker, the Committee considered Resolution ’10 – 13 “Resolution – 2010 From NCSC” on pink paper which was submitted by Jun David, MD.

RESOLUTION – ’10 – 13
SUBJECT

RESOLUTION – 2010 FROM NCSC

SUBMITTED BY
JOSE “JUN” DAVID, MD

RESOLVED, That one new American Academy of Family Physicians (AAFP) Board of Directors Special Constituency seat be created, which will be a one year term open to active AAFP members who have attended at least one previous NCSC as an official chapter representative, and is currently attending National Conference of Special Constituencies (NCSC) as an official chapter representative of the Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, Transgender (GLBT), International Medical Graduate (IMG), Minority or Women Constituency or is currently serving as an NCSC Co-convener or Convener, to be elected at NCSC each year by registered NCSC attendees from the GLBT, IMG, Minority and Women Constituencies.

Mr. Speaker, the committee heard testimony both in favor and in opposition to this resolution. The Committee discussed a substitute resolution to clearly support the concept of creating an additional board seat for a special constituency member and to allow that seat to be filled by NCSC. The Committee recommends that Substitute Resolution ‘10-13 be adopted which reads:

SUBSTITUTE RESOLUTION – ’10 - 13

SUBJECT                  RESOLUTION – 2010 FROM NCSC

SUBMITTED BY:    JOSE ‘JUN’ DAVID, MD

RESOLVED, That NYSAFP delegates to the AAFP Congress introduce a resolution to require the AAFP to establish a board seat for a special constituency member and to direct that the seat be filled annually by election of a member of NCSC, excluding a new physician member, at each annual meeting of NCSC.
A motion to call the questions was approved by a vote of 30 in favor and 12 opposed.

A motion to accept the recommendation of the reference committee to approve Substitute Resolution ’10 – 13, was adopted.
Mr. Speaker, I move the adoption of the Committee’s report as a whole.

A motion to accept the report as a whole was approved.

Mr. Speaker I would like to thank the members of my Reference Committee.  I would also like to thank the members of the Academy who testified at the Reference Committee for their insight and their cooperation. I would also like to thank Mr. Vito Grasso who assisted the Committee in preparing this report.

Report of the Reference Committee on Policy

The speaker announced that should the Congress approve the consent calendar, all items on the consent calendar will be disposed of in that single action. There will not be any opportunity for discussion on any item that is included on the consent calendar after the consent calendar is adopted. A motion to extract something from the consent calendar does not require a second. Any delegate may extract an item from the consent calendar by so moving that the item be extracted and the item will be extracted without objection. 

Dr. Sarah Nosal (Reference Committee Chair): Mr. Speaker, the Reference Committee on Policy has considered each of the items referred to it and desires to present the following report.  The Committee’s recommendations on each item will be submitted separately and I respectfully suggest that each item be acted upon before going to the next.

A. CONSENT CALENDAR 

Mr. Speaker, the Committee wished to place on the Consent Calendar the following items:

1. The Annual Report of the Commission on Family Practice Advocacy, which can be found on pages 44-47 of the Delegate’s Handbook.   

2. The Annual Report of the Commission of Public Health, which can be found on pages 56-64 of the Delegate’s Handbook.
3. Resolution 10-5

4. 10-8

5. 10-9

6. 10-10

7. 10-11
Mr. Speaker, the Committee moves adoption of the Consent Calendar as listed.

Extracted items:
Resolution ’10 – 2

Resolution ’10 – 3

Resolution ’10 – 4

Resolution ’10 – 6

Resolution ’10 -12

Resolution ’10 -14

A motion to accept the Consent Calendar excluding the six extracted resolutions was approved.

Mr. Speaker, the Committee considered Resolution ‘10- 2, “Ensure that Abortion Remains Accessible in New York State” which is on page 67 of The Delegates Handbook and was submitted by the NY County 

Chapter.
RESOLUTION ’10 – 2
SUBJECT:
ENSURE THAT ABORTION REMAINS ACCESSIBLE INNEW YORK STATE

SUBMITTED BY:
NYC COUNTY CHAPTER NYSAFP

RESOLVED, that the NYSAFP will support efforts to ensure access to abortion, a single, legal medical procedure sought by U.S. women more often than any other non-dental procedure, and thus ensure that healthcare coverage does not discriminate, and let it be further

RESOLVED, that the delegates to the AAFP COD present a resolution for the AAFP to revise its Policy on Gender Equity in Prescription Drug Coverage to include abortion care.
Testimony was unanimously in support of the resolution. The resolution was modified as recommended by multiple speakers.

SUBSTITUTE RESOLUTION ’10 – 2

RESOLVED, that the NYSAFP will support efforts to ensure access to the full spectrum of women’s health services and thus ensure that healthcare coverage does not discriminate, and let it be further 

RESOLVED, that the delegates to the AAFP COD present a resolution for the AAFP to revise its Policy on Gender Equity in Prescription Drug Coverage to include abortion care.
A motion to split the RESOLVED clauses was approved.

A motion to accept the first RESOLVED clause of the substitute resolution was adopted.

A motion to call the questions regarding action on the second RESOLVED clause of the substitute resolution was accepted.

A motion to adopt the second RESOLVED clause of the substitute resolution recommended by the Committee was defeated.

Mr. Speaker, the Committee considered Resolution ‘10- 3, “Reimbursement for Physician Assistant Services” which is on page 68 in the Delegates Handbook and was submitted by Marc Price, DO.

RESOLUTION ’10 – 3
SUBJECT:

REIMBURSEMENT FOR PHYSICIAN ASSISTANT SERVICES

SUBMITTED BY:    
MARC PRICE, D.O.

RESOLVED,  that, while Physician Assistants must have direct supervision/employment as a condition of their practice, the NYSAFP oppose payer practices of decreased Physician Assistant reimbursement for same coding levels of office encounters and let it be further

RESOLVED that this resolution be brought forth and submitted to the 2010 AAFP COD for consideration.
Significant testimony was provided both in favor of and against this resolution. Those in support of the resolution argued that the same care should be reimbursed at the same level taking into consideration overhead costs and same services provided. Those against the resolution argued that Physician Assistants are actually not providing the same level of care and have not had equivalent training for the care they are providing. The reference committee acknowledges the important contributions of physician extenders to the health care workforce but sees the role of the Physician Assistant as clearly different as the role of the Family Physician in the provision of care.
Mr. Speaker, the committee recommends that Resolution ‘10-3 not be adopted.
A motion to approve Resolution ’10 – 3 was defeated.
Mr. Speaker, the Committee considered Resolution ‘10-4, “Medical Marijuana”, which is on page 69-70 in the Delegates Handbook and was submitted by Norman Wetterau, MD.

RESOLUTION ’10 – 4
SUBJECT:

MEDICAL MARIJUANA

SUBMITTED BY:
NORMAN WETTERAU, MD


RESOLVED,  that the NYSAFP affirms the system of medical scientific research with FDA approval as the method for approving prescription medications, and be it further

RESOLVED,  that the NYSAFP endorse the current conclusions of the AMA’s report on medical marijuana and be it still further

RESOVLED,  that if medical marijuana should become legal in New York State, that the NYSAFP would suggest it be used only in patients who are in hospice or hospice eligible when all other medications have failed, if at all and be it finally

RESOLVED,  that if medical marijuana should become legal and a physician should decide to prescribe or recommend its use, that the physician would:
      1. Have adequate training in identifying substance abuse and addiction
      2. Not issue a recommendation unless the physician has adequate information

          regarding the composition and dose of the cannabis product
      3. The physician would adhere to the established professional tenets of proper patient

          care including:

a. History and good faith examination of the patient

b. Development of a treatment plan with objectives

c. Provision of informed consent including discussions of side effects

d. Periodic review of the treatments efficacy

e. Consultation as necessary including with addiction specialists if the  patient had

       prior dependency on marijuana or developed signs of addiction

And Proper record keeping that support the decision to recommend the smoking of marijuana for improvement in their health

The author provided testimony regarding NYSAM’s approach as well as the AMA’s statement regarding the use of medical marijuana. Reservations regarding the scientific evidence around the use of medical marijuana were expressed. While the author and others provided testimony against making available medical marijuana in NY State the need to have stringent guidelines and supervision of any dispensing, should it become legal, was the basis of this resolution. The reference committee corrected small spelling and punctuation errors.
A motion to separate out the first three RESOLVE clauses was approved.

A motion to approve the first three RESOLVE clauses was approved.

A motion to approve the fourth RESOLVED clause was defeated.

Mr. Speaker, the committee recommends adoption of Resolution ‘10-4

RESOLUTION ’10 – 6
SUBJECT:              
NATIONAL HEALTH SERVICE CORPS SCHOLARSHIPS
SUBMITTED BY:    NYSAFP PUBLIC HEALTH COMMISSION

RESOLVED,  that the NYSAFP Delegates to the AAFP shall bring a resolution to the AAFP COD in September 2010, instructing the AAFP to advocate that the Federal Government review the NHSC Scholarship program to identify opportunities that would encourage individuals to choose a career in primary care and allow the issuance of a larger number of such scholarships.

Testimony was unanimously in support of this resolution. Specific note was made of the importance of noting the difference between money for loan repayment and money for scholarships.

Mr. Speaker, the committee recommends adoption of Resolution ‘10-6.
A motion to accept the committee’s recommendation to adopt Resolution ’10 – 6 was adopted.
Mr. Speaker, the Committee considered Resolution ’10 – 12 “Single Payer Health Plan” on pink paper and submitted by the Monroe County Chapter.

RESOLUTION ’10 – 12
SUBJECT:                
SINGLE PAYER HEALTH PLAN

SUBMITTED BY:   
ROCHESTER CHAPTER NYSAFP

RESOLVED, that the NYS Academy of Family Physicians endorse A2356 and S2340, bills currently presented to the Legislature of New York State to create a single payer health plan for the State of New York 

Testimony was heard in support of the resolution provided by the author. Multiple speakers expressed concern regarding lack of inclusion of collective bargaining and tort reform in the noted bills. Marcy Savage, from Weingarten, Reid & McNally, provided additional information regarding specifics of the bills. Additional concerns were brought up regarding support of specific bills by name and number. The reference committee feels support of single payer has been expressed in previous NYSAFP policy.

Mr. Speaker, the committee recommends that Resolution ‘10-12 not be adopted.
The maker of the resolution, Dr. Zoughlin, offered an amendment to his resolution to address concerns identified in the reference committee report:

RESOLVED, that the NYS Academy of Family Physicians reassert our commitment to Universal Single Payer healthcare by encouraging the State Legislature to enact a single payer health plan for the State of New York which includes tort reform and collective bargaining
The motion as amended by the maker was placed before the Congress. A motion to adopt Resolution ’10 – 12 as amended by the maker was approved.
Mr. Speaker, the Committee considered Resolution ’10 – 14 “AAFP’s Consumer Alliance with Coca Cola” on pink paper and submitted by the Rochester Chapter.

RESOLUTION – ’10 – 14
SUBJECT                  AAFP’S CONSUMER ALLIANCE WITH COCA COLA
SUBMITTED BY:    
ROCHESTER CHAPTER

RESOLVED That the AAFP terminate the Consumer Alliance with the Coca Cola Company when it expires in 2010, and

FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED: that the AAFP evaluate the Consumer Alliance Program to ensure that the program is consistent with public health interests and is aligned with the mission and values of the AAFP.
There was mixed opinion from the body in regards to this resolution. Dr. Leah Raye Mabry, AAFP speaker, provided additional information on the background of the collaboration. Testimony was provided regarding concerns of the public’s perception of the AAFP due to this partnership particularly in regard to the contribution of sugary drinks, soda and juices alike, to the obesity epidemic. Other speakers testified regarding other partnerships the AAFP has had and could have and both sides asked, “Where do we draw the line?” The reference committee acknowledges the pragmatic issues of funding an organization as well as the philosophic issues of maintaining professional integrity.

SUBSTITUTE RESOLUTION ’10 – 14

RESOLVED that the NYSAFP recommends that the AAFP conduct due diligence on deciding to form any new consumer alliances and that they continuously re-evaluate the Consumer Alliance Program and any existing relationships to ensure compliance to the Academy mission and values.

Dr. Ostrander offered the following amendment to the substitute resolution:

After “values” and before the period, insert: “as well as their effect on the message it may convey to our patients and the public at large”.
Mr. Speaker, the committee recommends that Substitute Resolution ‘10-14 be adopted.
A motion to accept the amended substitute resolution was adopted.

Mr. Speaker, I move the adoption of the Committee’s report as a whole.
A motion to adopt the committee report as a whole was adopted.
Mr. Speaker, I would like to thank the members of my Reference Committee.  I would also like to thank the members of the Academy who testified at the Reference Committee for their insight and their cooperation. I would like to thank Mr. Ron Rouse for assisting the Committee in preparing this report.

The speaker acknowledged and thanked the Academy staff for all their contributions and work on behalf of the Academy.

The Congress adjourned at 11:20 p.m.

Recorded By,

Vito Grasso, MPA, CAE

Executive Vice President
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