NYSAFP Advocacy Commission Agenda

August 7, 2010, Genesee Grande, Syracuse NY

10AM-1PM

Participants: Advocacy Chair Dr. Marc Price and Commission Members Drs. Brilliant, Doucet, David, Zoghlin, Sidhu-Izzo, Borus and Marcy Savage, Weingarten, Reid & McNally (WRM).  Commission had two guests, Drs. Hannan and Matuszak.
Absent: Dr. Zinkand (excused), Jenkins, Oltman, Gallagher, Okonkwo
Meeting called to order by Chairman Marc at 10am.

I:    Approval of minutes from March meeting without changes.  

II:  Marcy Savage of WRM provided an Albany Update including the latest with the state budget being finalized and the Academy’s successes during the 2010 session (HIV testing bill, Family Health Care Decisions Act, No Fault legislation, Defeat of Naturopath bill, Cigarette Tax Increase etc.)

III:  Old Business
1. HIV testing law: Members discussed the newly passed legislation.  The Commission resolved to recommend to the Board that the Academy weigh in with the Department of Health during the implementation of the law to determine what is required for the routine offering (frequency, documentation etc.).  The primary reason for MSSNY’s opposition was unfunded mandate that they saw in the bill.

2.  Issue raised in March by Dr. Price related to Urgent care being exempt from Prior Authorization requirements but not physician offices for radiology tests.  The Commission resolved to oppose these practices and to seek member assistance to provide additional examples of these types of health plan behaviors to take to the State Insurance Department.  Polling the membership was proposed as a way to do so.   Dr. Price reported on a survey that he did related to this issue.   Commission resolved to recommend to draft a resolution based on survey results to take to MSSNY for April House of Delegates in order to build a coalition around this issue and together take the issue to the State Health Plan Association and State Insurance Department.  Also, it was recommended to ask the Education Commission to look into having a course on inappropriate testing in CME and in educating colleagues, PAs, NPs etc.
3. Issue raised in March by Dr. Ostrander related to Stroke center designation requiring every doctor to do 4 hours/year of CME except Neurosurgeon, Neurologists and Internists.  Commission resolved to oppose this policy since Pediatricians and Family Physicians should also be exempt.  Commission resolved to bring Academy’s opposition to the State Department of Health, which Marcy reported the Academy did during its lobby day.  We need to get further information on whether this is a hospital-specific policy since some members said that their stroke center hospitals does not have this policy.
IV:  New Business
1.   Resolutions (resolutions attached)


a) Resolution ‘10-2: Ensure that Abortion Remains Accessible in NYS
RESOLVED, that the NYSAFP will support efforts to ensure access to the full spectrum of women’s health services and thus ensure that healthcare coverage does not discriminate.

The Academy has been supporting legislation to do so in NY, A.11484/S.5808 (Reproductive Health Act).


b) Resolution ’10-4: Medical Marijuana
RESOLVED, that the NYSAFP affirms the system of medical scientific research with FDA approval as the method for approving prescription medications, and be it further
RESOLVED, that the NYSAFP endorse the current conclusions of the AMA’s report on medical marijuana and be it still further
RESOLVED, that if medical marijuana should become legal in New York State, that the NYSAFP would suggest it be used only in patients who are in hospice or hospice eligible when all other medications have failed, if at all.

The Academy resolved to send the Resolution back to the Board for clarification on the last two resolves, which appear to be contradictory and confusing.


c) Resolution ’10-7: Adequate Compensation for Family Physicians
RESOLVED, that the New York State Academy of Family Physicians advocate for compensation for Family Medicine services adequate to make our specialty an attractive career for medical students.   

The Academy has been working to do so with state, federal and private insurance and will continue to do so.

d) Resolution ’10-8: Payment Equity and Transparency for Practices of all sizes

RESOLVED, that the Board of the NYSAFP lobby the NYS Legislature and the Commissioner of Insurance to demand equity and transparency in the payment of fees for service by NYS Licensed Health Plans, so that no one category of primary care providers has a different and inequitable payment schedule for the same services, and be it 

RESOLVED, that any payment schedule treat practices of all sizes equitably and transparently in NY State.

We are working to accomplish these goals in our advocacy for the collective negotiating legislation.

e) Resolution ’10-9: Opposition of Independent Scope of Practice for Nurse Practitioners

RESOLVED, that until such time as specialty training and certification is available to NPs, which is equivalent to that of physicians, the NYSAFP oppose legislation which would seek to end their required collaboration with a physician and which would broaden their scope of practice with regard to independent practice.

The Academy is opposing legislation to remove the collaboration between NPs and licensed physicians, which remained in committee when the session ended on July 1st.
2.   Bills for Discussion and Academy position (Chart with bill summaries below)

* Included with each bill in the charts below is a link to view the full bill text.  Please do so in advance of the 8/7 Commission meeting.  

BILLS FOR DISCUSSION-  To Determine Position to Support, Oppose or take No Position 

	Bill Number
	Same As
	Summary
	Status
	NYSAFP Position

	A.11385, Rules (D. Weprin)
	None
	Requires health insurance plans to directly reimburse out-of-network

providers of clinical laboratory services when plan participants are

referred to out-of-network providers by in-network organizations or providers.

http://www.assembly.state.ny.us/leg/?default_fld=&bn=A11385%09%09&Summary=Y&Memo=Y&Text=Y

	Assembly Insurance
	No Position, Track

	A.11565, Rules (Gottfried)
	S.8427, Duane
	Legalizes the possession, manufacture, use, delivery, transfer, transport or administration of marihuana by a certified patient or designated caregiver for a certified medical use; prescribes procedures for such possession, manufacture, etc. including certification of patients by their practitioner, and that, in the practitioner's professional judgment, the serious condition should be treated with the medical use of marihuana; provides that possession or manufacture of marihuana shall be lawful under these provisions provided that the marihuana possessed does not exceed a total aggregate weight of two and a half ounces; directs the department of health to monitor such use and promulgate rules and regulations for registry identification cards; provides for reports by the department of health to the governor and legislature on the medical use of marihuana.

http://www.assembly.state.ny.us/leg/?default_fld=%0D%0A&bn=A11565%09%09&Summary=Y&Memo=Y&Text=Y

	Senate Rules/ Assembly Health
	Track but need Board to clarify resolution because we determine position

	S.7874A, Schneiderman
	A10742A, Lancman
	Authorizes adversarial medical examinations and limits any physician-patient relationship resulting from such a medical examination; provides that the person subject to the examination shall have the right to representation.

http://www.assembly.state.ny.us/leg/?default_fld=%0D%0A&bn=A10742%09%09&Summary=Y&Memo=Y&Text=Y

	Senate and Assembly Codes 
	No Position, Track- seeking MSSNY, MLMIC advice

	S.8074A,       C. Johnson
	None
	Encourage physicians to utilize Electronic Medical Records (EHRS) by rewarding doctors who comply with new EMR benchmarks with a discount on their medical malpractice insurance premiums, as determined by the Superintendent of Insurance via regulation.

http://open.nysenate.gov/legislation/api/1.0/html/bill/S8074
	Senate Insurance
	Support

	S.8101, Krueger
	A11642, Rules (Lavine)
	Requires health plans to provide payment to a physician for the use of an office-based surgical facility in the performance of medically

necessary procedures performed in accredited office-based practices.

http://www.assembly.state.ny.us/leg/?default_fld=%0D%0A&bn=A11642%09%09&Summary=Y&Memo=Y&Text=Y

	Senate and Assembly Health
	No Position, Defer to MSSNY

	S.8420, Stachowski
	A.11605, Rules Benedetto
	Establishes the New York state head injury awareness and prevention act including the Interscholastic sports head injury awareness program and all activity head injury awareness and outreach program which details the requirements for coaches training, player and parental awareness, and criteria for removing players from a play or practice and returning them to play or practice; and creates a program for all school activities which details the information and awareness provisions for teachers, students and parents and guardians and the sequence for identifying head injuries and removing students from activities and returning them to activities after evaluation by an appropriate health care provider.

http://www.assembly.state.ny.us/leg/?default_fld=%0D%0A&bn=A11605%09%09&Summary=Y&Memo=Y&Text=Y

	Passed Senate/ Assembly Ways & Means
	Oppose as written, Dr. Matuszak will put together an outline of draft recomme-ndations to make this bill better for our review/ Board approval & talk to MSSNY


PAGE  
2

