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The meeting was called to order promptly at 8:00 a.m. by Board Chair, Dr. Tochi Iroku-Malize.

REVIEW MINUTES 08/03/08 MEETING
After some discrepancies were noted and the changes made, the minutes were approved.
FINANCIAL REPORT
Stephen Offord, MD, Treasurer reviewed the Year-to-Date Profit and Loss Statement as well as the 2009 Budget Proposal.  There were several questions regarding various lines in the statement as well as the budget and explanations were forthcoming.  It was the feeling of the Treasurer that we will “break even” by the end of the year.

a. We are making money on the Colorectal Cancer Screening project
b. We just received another contract with the NY Health Foundation for a Diabetes Program .

There was discussion regarding the line relating to the President’s Expenses and the good possibility that Dr. David will run for the AAFP Board in 2010.  The suggestion was made that the campaign should be a separate line item.

Dr. Offord presented the 2009 budget proposal. He noted that the only differences from the draft reviewed and approved by the board in August was that the dues increase had been reduced from $50/Active and Supporting Member to $35 and that the use of per diems had been dropped. There was discussion regarding the use of per diems. The Operations Commission will review the concept as it prepares the 2010 budget.

The 2009 Budget Proposal was approved. (copy attached)
PRESIDENT’S REPORT

Dr. David reported that he was invited by NYS Health Commissioner Richard Daines to be a member of the Ad Hoc Committee and Leaders Group of the NY Public Health Council and a meeting took place in NYC last September 12, 2008. This committee will communicate with policy makers about public health and prevention, recommend strategies for fostering coordinated business, government, academia, health care, media and community support at all levels. Once specific prevention agenda priorities have been decided, it will provide technical assistance to local community collaborations. Dr David did recommend that the next meeting be in Albany, NY since most members are from Upstate New York.

Dr. David, Dr Kaplan and Vito Grasso also met with Ms. Shelly Andrews, legislative counsel to Senator Jeffrey Klein last October 7, 2008 mainly to address managed care abuses. Senator Klein and Ms. Andrews would like to meet again with NYSAFP to address these issues and collaborate further.

Dr. David congratulated Dr. Morrow on his nomination by the AAFP COD, to be elected to the American Board of Family Medicine. Also at the recent Residents and Medical Students Meeting in Kansas City, MO, our resident member of the board, Dr. Sabesan Karuppiah was elected alternate resident delegate of the AAFP to the AMA.  Dr. Karuppiah will represent AAFP at the AMA Interim Meeting in Orlando, FL Nov 8-11, 2008.

The NYSAFP sent resolutions to the AAFP COD in San Diego, CA.  The resolution on physician ranking was not adopted. The other resolutions were accepted after the language of the resolution was modified by the reference committees. The resolution on Influenza was modified by requesting AAFP to send to all chapters to follow the Rhode Island Immunization Model Legislation.  This is currently being addressed by our Commission in Advocacy.  The Single Payer and the Pre-Medical Student Membership Status resolutions have been referred to the AAFP Board of Directors. The rest of the NYSAFP resolutions to the AAFP will be an attachment to the board minutes.

Dr David also announced that he has been appointed by Governor David Paterson as a commission member to the "Health Care Quality & Cost Containment Commission".  Dr David also announced his plans to run for AAFP Board Director in 2010 and Dr Marianne LaBarbera accepted the position as the campaign manager.  He will also attend the Tennessee

AFP COD on October 27-30 in Gatlinburg, TN   and the Vermont AFP COD on October 31- November 1 in Montpellier, VT.

PRESIDENT-ELECT’S REPORT
Dr. Krotowski advised the Board that he had attended a dinner with Senator Kemp Hannon for our PAC.

EVP REPORT

Residency Program Chapters

Mr. Grasso reported that we currently have four established residency program chapters: Bronx-Lebanon, Glen Cove, University of Rochester and Southside. Albany Med. has also advised us that they plan to form a chapter.

IPRO

For their 9th Scope of Work from Center for Medicare and Medicaid Services, IPRO is working on a project that entails working with primary care physicians who have implemented an electronic medical record system in their practices to increase rates of mammography and colorectal screening, as well as influenza and pneumococcal vaccination, among Medicare beneficiaries.

IPRO is attempting to recruit eligible primary care physicians.  IPRO contacted the Cancer Society (ACS) for their assistance and ACS suggested that the physicians who participated in the CRC educational sessions may be a good target audience for IPRO to target, since these physicians have already expressed an interest in improving colorectal cancer screening rates in their practices. I agreed that these physicians might be appropriate targets for recruitment. I also sent ACS a list of 120 NY physicians who have achieved NCQA recognition for diabetes care since these physicians have already met the data collection and maintenance standards required by NCQA and those standards may be consistent with standards IPRO feels are appropriate for this project.

Advocacy

Mr. Grasso reported that he, Drs. Kaplan and David, and Marcy Savage of Weingarten, Reid & McNally met with Shelley Andrews, counsel to Senator Jeff Klein, on 10/7 to discuss policies and practices by health insurance plans which restrict patient access to care. They discussed difficulties experienced by physicians in making referrals to specialists, limitations on patient/physician access to labs, drug formularies, prior approval and other issues. Shelley was receptive to working with us in developing legislation to address these issues and/or in designing an inquiry to expose such issues and problems. Senator Klein has recently published a report detailing how drug formularies have restricted access to necessary care. The discussion expanded into dialogue about contract terms and the abuse of contracts by plans. Mr. Grasso suggested that public policy establish some form of oversight of the contract landscape whereby plans contract with physicians for services.

Mr. Grasso, Dr. Kaplan and Ms. Savage also attended the 10/7 meeting of MSSNY’s Legislative Committee which reviewed the 2009 MSSNY Legislative Program. Gerry Conway reported that the economic crisis and growing State Budget deficit were likely to overshadow all other issues for the remainder of this year and throughout the 2009 Legislative Session. He said all programs were being scrutinized and were subject to cuts or elimination as the State would likely need to achieve at least $10-12 billion in savings. He said that 20% of the State’s revenue is directly attributable to Wall Street and that the continuing decline of the financial markets was having a devastating effect on the State’s economy and Budget. He said cuts would be considered in the Excess Pool, GME funding and all Medicaid programs. Dr. Stasior chairs MSSNY’s PAC. He reported that he has detected a significant increase in physician support for single payer as he has traveled around the state to solicit support for MSSNY’s PAC. He said he believes the deteriorating economics of medicine have made the simplicity promised by single payer more attractive to physicians who see no end to the escalating operating costs they have to contend with in dealing with multiple payers and redundant administrative requirements.

Mr. Grasso asked Ms. Savage to make an appointment with Deputy Attorney General Tim Clune on October 24th. Mr. Clune is responsible for health care matters in the AG’s office. The agenda for the meeting will include health plan contract issues and collective negotiation. Drs. David and Kaplan will also attend.

Mr. Grasso reported that he received a letter of thanks from Dr. Thomas Frieden, commissioner of the NYC Health Department, for our help in obtaining approval of legislation which legalizes expedited partner therapy for Chlamydia in NYS. Dr. Frieden was especially grateful for the contributions to that effort of Meg Rosenberg who testified at a hearing and participated in several meetings and discussion regarding the legislation.

OPMC

OPMC has contact Mr. Grasso regarding their efforts to inform physicians about the provisions of a new law – the Patient Safety Act – which includes significant new developments in physician discipline. A major provision is that the statement of charges against a physician will become public immediately upon certification by an oversight committee that the charges are sufficiently meritorious to require a hearing. At present, no details of a complaint or investigation are made public until a hearing officer authorizes disciplinary action upon the conclusion of a hearing. The oversight committee will be composed primarily of physicians.

Diabetes Project

The grant application to participate in a diabetes project that Mr. Grasso submitted to the NY Health Foundation has been approved. The budget for the project is $157,000. The project would allow us to identify family physicians who would like to obtain NCQA recognition for diabetes care and then provide technical assistance to help those practices complete that process. My proposal included contracting with TransforMed to provide the technical assistance contemplated in the proposal. Mr. Grasso has a meeting on November 7th with the project coordinator from the Foundation and ACP, which also have a similar grant, to begin planning for implementation. The Academy has already received $125,580 from the Foundation. The remainder of the funds will be paid upon completion of the 12 month grant period in October 2009.

Primary Care Coalition (PCC)

The PCC continues to meet weekly and to focus on dissemination information which promotes the value of primary care. The Coalition has a growing listserv of individuals and organizations who are interested in primary care and we send messages to the listserv frequently to update those contacts on developments in the reimbursement rebasing, Doctors Across NY program and other initiatives that affect primary care. The listserv includes many legislators, lobbyists and advocacy organizations. The PCC has also been very active in distributing letters to the editor of major newspapers around the state, contacting editorial boards and providing background information to reporters for stories on health care topics. Among the most recent PCC initiatives is a letter to the editor regarding distribution of $100 million in HEAL 6 funds that will be used to expand the state’s primary care infrastructure.

Membership

Mr. Grasso is working with the AAFP on two membership recruitment initiatives. One focuses on recruiting non-member IMG’s. A letter regarding the benefits of Academy membership will be mailed to these prospects. The letter was sent over the signatures of some of our IMG leaders; i.e. Drs. David, Iroku-Malize and Perry. A similar joint letter will also be sent to all non-member residents in the state.

Cooperation Among Medical Societies

Mr. Grasso reported that he continues to meet each month with the executives of MSSNY and other specialty societies. They generally discuss public policy issues and ways in which we can coordinate our, respective, lobbying efforts. The group also discusses opportunities for cooperation among our organizations. They have recently discussed opportunities for a joint venture to work together to provide goods and services to members that would also create a source of non-dues revenue for participating organizations. These discussions have included a meeting with the Greater NY Hospital Association regarding a buying group they formed to provide group purchasing services and discounts to hospitals and medical practices. Their company is called Ventures and it has become the largest group buying company in the country with more than $4 billion a year in business. Profits from Ventures are the largest source of income for the GNYHA. Ventures has offered to partner with any joint venture company which the medical societies might form. Another meeting is planned to continue this discussion. The group is also working on a plan for governance and revenue sharing for the joint venture company.

Physicians Alliance

Mr. Grasso thanked Drs. Merritt, Dunn, Iroku-Malize and Morrow for their involvement on behalf of the Academy in the deliberations of the Physicians Alliance and the work groups established by NYQA to identify methods for benchmarking and reporting data in P4P programs. The work group recommendations will be discussed at the next meeting of the PA which Drs. Merritt and Dunn sit on. A major issue is how to reconcile the use of administrative and clinical data in characterizing a physician’s performance.

RESIDENT’S REPORT

Sabesan Karuppiah, MD – Upstate Resident Rep. to the Board, reported that several Residency Program Chapters have been created.  He noted that he and Ome Eruvbetine, Downstate Resident Representative to the Board, are working toward creating more residency chapters with the help of the Leadership and Membership Commissions.

As the Resident Delegate to the 2008 National Conference of Residents and Students, Dr. Karuppiah held a NY state caucus during the Congress before voting on resolutions. 

Four residents from NY ran for office at the Congress. None was elected. Dr. Karuppiah was appointed to be the AAFP Alternate Resident Delegate to the AMA-Resident Fellow Section. The appointment was made by the AAFP Board upon the recommendation of the commission on education Resident & Student Screening Subcommittee.

We have reached out to fellow Chief Residents in New York State regarding increasing resident participation in the NYSAFP Leadership Workshops during the Congress of Delegates. 

STUDENT’S REPORT

Ms. Rebecca Yael Bak (downstate) reported on FMIG activities at NYU, Mt. Sinai and NY Medical College.  She also reported on some impressions she had received from various students:

1. Lack of enthusiasm for or understanding of family medicine especially at schools without FM Departments or few FM faculty.

2. Lack of administrative support

Suggestions:

a. More outreach to students

b. Community family medicine mentors

c. FMIG scholarships are great, but mentoring as part of scholarship would also be helpful

d. Database of possible speakers and topics in the different areas.

Mr. Victor StaAna (upstate) agreed with the conclusions outlined by Ms. Bak.  

The Board was also advised that a new Medical School is opening at Hofstra on Long Island.  In addition, the comment was made that it is important that an outreach is made to the Caribbean medical schools as that will be a major source of Family Physicians.
COMMISSION REPORTS:

Advocacy

Marcy Savage of Weingarten/Reid & McNally reviewed the Albany Update and reminded the Board members that the Governor was calling the legislature back to address the growing fiscal crisis.   

Dr. Philip Kaplan reviewed some of the legislation discussed during the Commissions’ meeting.  In addition, we will have to get out information on “Doctors Across NY”.
Dr. Kaplan said the AAP had received funding for an immunization program to alert physicians to developments with the NYSIIS. Mr. Grasso explained that NYSAFP was still negotiating with DOH for a contract. He said DOH had rejected a work plan and budget which the Academy developed after receiving feedback from FP’s who participated in a focus group last year on immunization issues. That group strongly recommended that more information be provided regarding the economics of providing immunizations. DOH ignored the proposal and responded by substantially reducing the budget and limiting the project to disseminating information and continuing to do training. After Mr. Grasso replied that this was not acceptable and that the budget was not sufficient, DOH asked him to provide another work plan and budget reflecting the recommendations of the focus group and providing a tool for FP’s to use in addressing the economic impact of including immunizations in their practice.
Education
1. Dr. Robert Morrow, advised that he was on the NY Quality Assurance committee.  He commented that Pay for Performance was still a problem.
2. Winter Weekend was discussed.

a. The AMA President will be the Key-Note speaker.

b. There will be 6 SAMS this year.

c. There will be a “No Honorarium Policy”.

d. A Research Poster forum will be held.

e. There will be an outreach to Downstate students to attend.

3. The Colorectal Project is going well

4. There was a proposal to develop a Practice Improvement Project that is being looked into.

5. The Regional Family Medicine Conference Report was well received.

6. ALSO is doing well.

7. A request was received from the Northeast STFM for a donation for their meeting this year in Baltimore.  There was a discussion on the amount and it was agreed to continue the donation as in previous years.
Leadership
Dr. Tochi Iroku-Malize advised the Board that the 

1. Commission had discussed workshops at future clusters.

2. Commission attendance so that the information can be passed on to the President-Elect to aide in retaining and selecting commission members for the coming year.

3. The Board slate for the upcoming elections.

4. The request was made that both Representative and Alt. Representatives be supported to attend NCSC.  Since the AAFP will no longer pay the travel expenses for NCSC attendees, the NYSAFP has agreed to pay the travel expenses in addition to other expenses as in the past.  Accordingly, alternate representatives will not be supported as they will not have voting rights.

5. At the 2009 Congress of Delegates there will again be a Resident Conference on Saturday afternoon following the close of the Congress as was done last year and it will be entitled “Leadership 101”

6. At the Summer Cluster the Commission will have a 1 hour Practice Enhancement program. 

Membership
1. Dr. Sarah Nosal advised that the web-site was being looked at to identify errors and meet with our “web master” and have it corrected and updated.

2. The commission is looking to becoming more involved with Face Book as many younger members use this site.

3. A letter will be sent to MSSNY to get responses to their Hassle Factor form.
4. The Town Hall at the ’09 Congress will be on the Medical Home.

Operations
Dr. Krotowski reported that the Commission met via conference call and the following items were discussed:

1. The investment report.

2. The 2009 Calendar

3. Treasurer’s Report

4. Colorectal Cancer Screening Program

5. Per Diem Reimbursement

6. 2009 Budget

7. Diabetes Program

8. Hotels for the Summer Board. After visiting facilities in and around New York City, it was decided that it was too costly.  Therefore, the Summer cluster will be held 8/7–9/’09 at the Beekman Arms in Rhinebeck, New York.

a. Friday evening 8/7 there will be a dinner at the Culinary Institute and on Saturday evening 8/8 the Kings County Academy will host a reception. 

Public Health
Dr. Wetterau and Ron Rouse advised that  
1. A White paper is being produced on Single Payer and hopefully will be placed on the web site.
2. “Doctors Across New York” – The details are available and will be e-mailed to our members and placed on our web site.

3. Commissioner Daines has requested suggestions on how to address underserved areas.

4. Resolutions for 2009 COD:

a. Children & Youth Healthcare Needs

b. Obesity

c. Substance Abuse

d. Medical Disparities

Strategic Plan
The Strategic Planning Committee met on Saturday afternoon with a facilitator and the Board was advised that 
1. The focal point was that the NYSAFP’s Mission Statement should be revised.

2. A Report will be produced.

3. Each Commission representative will get suggestions from their members and these suggestions should be reported in March, ’09.

There was discussion on who should be on the Strategic Planning Committee.  It was agreed that there should be two (2) representatives from each commission one of which should be the Chair and 4 Executive Committee members.  It was agreed that Strategic Planning Committee meetings will be open meetings, but non-members will not be able to comment. 

Recorded By,

Barbara Markowitz

Executive Secretary

