COMMISSION ON PUBLIC HEALTH

MINUTES OF MEETING 10/18/08
TURNING STONE
VERONA, NEW YORK
Members Present:  Doctors Robert Ostrander (Vice-Chair); Ephraim Back; Paul Damaske; John Epling; William Fiden;  Benjamin Friedell; William Klepack; Elise Korman; Christopher Murphy; Norman Wetterau;  Elizabeth Kwon (Resident), KrisEmily Olds (Student) and Ron Rouse (staff)
Excused:  Doctors Linda Prine (Chair); Matthew Fleig; Tolulope Efuwape (resident)

Absent:  Doctor Mark Hill
	Agenda Item
	Discussion
	Action

	Minutes
	No additions or corrections to the Minutes.

Motion approved to suspend the Rules.
	No further action.

	Single Payer

Single Payer (con’t)
	Medical home can be promoted by Single Payer. 
Discussed timing for writing Op ed ‘s and letters to the editor and decided we should wait until after the elections.  We can write these pieces as health-related issues arise and show how those issues can be addressed by a SP.  

Other issues discussed: have to address the fact that patients do not have choice now;   
tax implications of SP on local taxes; timely access is more important than doctors getting paid;  often, insurance prevents patients from obtaining the medicine or scan they need; managed care interferes with doctors’ ability to do their job  and it delays payment.
The Public Health Commission also met jointly with the Advocacy Commission.  Part of this joint meeting covered administrative waste.  A meeting is being held with the NYS Attorney General’s Office to discuss, among other issues, administrative burdens.   Discussed a possible joint committee consisting of Phil Kaplan, Paul Damaske, Bill Klepack, & Christine Doncet to address administrative waste.
Will review Resolution 676 and let Board know of its status.
Winter Weekend Collective Bargaining panel – will have a panel led by Canadian negotiators
	Create a Joint Subcommittee to produce a White Paper on the administrative waste caused by current multiple payer system & how it affects doctors and  patients; include personal horror stories.  Use results from the survey used during Winter Weekend 2008.  Portions of the White Paper can then be worked into op ed pieces and letters to the editor that our members can personalize and submit to their local newspapers. (Rouse)

Inform Board (Rouse)
Continue work on panel (Rouse)



	Reproductive Health
	.
Briefly reviewed NYS AFP resolutions presented to AAFP COD in San Diego, liability coverage with PRI and MLMIC, and Bush’s proposed Federal regulation that defines contraception as abortion.
	No action at this time.



	Extended Partner Therapy
	A law was just signed by the Governor.  It does not require doctors to participate in EPT. No civil or criminal liability if doctors do participate.  It has a Sunset provision, which forces a re-examination of the law in the future.
	Find out effective date and more details & distribute.  (Rouse) 

	Physician Shortages
	State Health Commissioner Daines has asked for ideas on how to address physician shortages.  Ideas discussed:

·  accept students from the areas in which the State wants them to locate.  
Upstate Medical has changed admission policies, partly due to NYS AFP advocacy, to add criteria that 50% of incoming class will be New Yorkers.  Also, it has shifted to an emphasis on primary care;   

· Increase reimbursement and address liability issues, low reimbursements and high liability premiums prevent students from going into Family Medicine; 

· Review and summarize Bowen’s data and meet with Commissioner Daines; include Tom Rosenthal and a student.   Tim Hoff (SUNYA) – obtain his book on family medicine; reference his work in the discussions; and  

· Reduce administrative burdens
	Present ideas to Commissioner Daines (Rouse)

Draft a resolution requiring SUNY schools to change admission criteria (Ostrander, Rouse)


	Children and Youth with Special Healthcare Needs
& Transition from Adolescence to Adulthood as a Medical Home
	A large percentage of youth has special healthcare needs and requires help to transition from childhood to adulthood.  Yet, many family doctors do not fully understand how to manage the patient’s care during this time.  Family Physicians need education on this issue.  
Reviewed and approved a resolution advocating that NYSAFP recognize the need for its members to develop expertise in coordinating the transition from childhood to adulthood for those with special healthcare needs.  .   

	Send approved resolution to 2009 COD.  (Rouse)

	Obesity
	Discussed a non-nutrition tax.   A tax will influence behavior, educate people, create a funding source for a statewide anti-obesity campaign, and spark public debate about the tax concept.  As an alternative, could remove tax exemption for non-nutritious food as a first step although that measure will not be much of a disincentive.   

Discussed advocating a unique reimbursement code for managing obesity, i.e.,  CPT modifiers, which allow us to seek extra reimbursement for treating weight issues, as they have now enacted for tobacco cessation.  
After discussion, the Commission members passed two resolutions.  One would advocate creation of a campaign similar in scope and magnitude to the anti-tobacco campaign being waged by the State DoH.  It would also advocate that separate reimbursement codes be created for managing obesity.  The other resolution would advocate a “non-nutritious” tax or the nutritional equivalent of tobacco.  It would be narrow in scope.
	Submit two Resolutions to 2009 COD.  (Rouse)


	Tobacco
	Many managed care plans do not use the new reimbursement codes for tobacco cessation.  Part of their decision is based on whether an employer wants to cover it; some plans use their own incentive programs.  We do not want to pursue a State law mandating that managed care plans must use the codes.  Instead, we are going to meet with the State DoH’s anti-tobacco program to work on a strategy to get more insurance plan participation.  We also will meet with the HMO Association and the NYS Business Council.
Tax on Reservations – tobacco tax is not being collected on the Reservations for tobacco sold to non-native Americans.  We wrote a letter to the Governor and the Legislature advocating that the tax be collected.

Banning tobacco use on playgrounds – we endorsed the Senate bill.  


	Meet with State DoH, NYS HMO Association, and Business Council (Rouse)

No action at this time.

No action at this time.

	Substance Abuse
	In 2004, AAFP passed a resolution advocating that it do more to educate its members in the area of substance abuse, consider partnering with other medical organizations, and include substance abuse as an annual clinical focus.  But, it has not implemented it.  In light of the increased opioid deaths, over 10,000 per year, we are going to ask AAFP to act on the 2004 resolution.  In addition, we want to consider a resolution identifying the lack of care for those who have substance use disorders as a medical disparity. One step that may help to overcome this disparity is not using the word addict when referring to patients who have substance use disorders. 


	Re-work resolution and bring to March Cluster meeting (Wetterau).  

	Rhode Island Flu Vaccine Distribution Program
	Discussed with Advocacy Committee the issue of flu vaccine distribution.    Also discussed the Urban Institute study regarding universal purchase of vaccine. The study has been commissioned by the NYS Legislature to identify issues inherent in a vaccine purchase program.  Phil Kaplan and Vito will be interviewed by UI as part of this study.


	No action at this time.
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