COMMISSION ON PUBLIC HEALTH

MINUTES OF MEETING 3/04/07
Crowne Plaza Hotel

Albany, New York

Present: Dr.’s Linda Prine (Chair), Robert Ostrander (Vice-Chair), Ephraim Back, Paul Damaske (Resident), Charles Francis, Henry Francis, Michael Kernan,, Thomas Kuettle, Christi Ray, Henry Wahl, Norman Wetterau, and Ron Rouse (staff)

	Agenda Item
	Discussion
	Action

	Single Payer
	Discussed key advocacy activities such as sending op-ed items and letters to newspapers and letters to State legislators, and issuing periodic press releases.  Also discussed additional educational activities of AFP Members, including articles for the newsletter, a Q&A column, and asking Members to submit their personal “horror” stories with the current multiple payer system.   Concluded that we should emphasize “uniformity” of coverage for everyone.  Also reviewed the Commission’s long history of discussing universal coverage and single payer.      
	Place articles in newsletter, establish Q&A column in newsletter, ask Members to contribute personal stories. (Prine, Rouse)
Coordinate distribution of op-ed articles and letters to editors (Rouse)
Send letter to all state legislators advocating enactment of single payer. (Rouse)


	Tobacco Prevention & Cessation
	Commission discussed the need to pursue a more activist role in addressing tobacco.  Members concluded the Commission should focus on broad policy issues.  We will look at increasing the tobacco tax, expanding provisions of the Clean Indoor Air Act, creating a separate diagnosis code for treating cessation, increasing State expenditures for tobacco control, advocating insurance coverage for cessation products, and other actions.  Commission agreed to join the campaign of the Center for Tobacco Free NY and the American Cancer Society in promoting the goal of reducing by one million the number of smokers in New York by 2010.  
	Review various issues for potential development into a resolution for the Congress and conduct further analysis.  (Rouse)
Join the campaign of the Center for Tobacco Free NY and the American Cancer Society.  (Rouse) 



	Agenda Item
	Discussion
	Action

	Obesity and Overweight People


	The Commission also discussed the need to pursue a more activist role in addressing obesity and overweight children and adults, and should do so on a broader policy level.    Discussed creation of biking lanes in cities and separate diagnosis code for obesity.  The Commission will also review various State legislative bills, NYC actions, and the State Health Department’s Strategic Plan on Obesity to determine which components it might pursue over the next year.
	Collect more information on biking lanes, a separate reimbursement code, and distribute information on State and NYC legislative initiatives and a summary of the NYS DoH Strategic Plan.  (Prine, Rouse)

	
	
	

	Reproductive Health

	Discussed advancing a resolution that would advocate repeal of the Federal Hyde Amendment.  This amendment eliminates federal funding for abortions for Medicaid recipients, military personnel and federal employees.  Repealing the Hyde Amendment would help states obtain federal dollars for Medicaid abortions, which would help NYS.  The Commission members voted 4-4 on submission of a resolution.  The Chair stated that a resolution would not be submitted by the Commission but by an individual.
Also discussed teen patient confidentiality in which a teen’s confidentiality is routinely violated when health insurance companies send “explanation of benefits” forms to teens’ parents because it includes medical information.  Teens often delay seeking care for sexually transmitted infections, contraception, and related issues due to concern that their parents will learn about the visit from their insurance company.    Discussed violations of confidentiality regarding spouses and partners.  Agreed that a resolution should be introduced.

	None
Will continue to research the issue and develop resolution.  (Prine)


	Agenda Item
	Discussion
	Action

	Medical School Admissions
	Dr. Ostrander gave a brief update on admissions criteria.  The Associated Medical Schools has a new task force on the underserved that includes a focus on admission criteria, and NYS AFP is a member of the task force.   Upstate Medical has created a task force on re-tooling their admissions process.  Upstate also wants to shift to more of an international school, which will hurt the objective of recruiting doctors to locate in underserved areas in NYS.  
	Participate in Associated Medical Schools Task Force and continue to advocate admissions criteria improvements. (Prine, Ostrander, Rouse)


	Prescription Drug Abuse
	CSAP (Federal Center for Substance Abuse Prevention) is having a training program on prescription drug abuse.  Dr. Wetterau ad Dr. Robert Morrow will participate in the training.
	None

	CSAP Project
(Federal Center for Substance Abuse Prevention) 
	CSAP distributed materials on teen prevention of substance abuse to NYS AFP physicians.  Few doctors asked for information after attending the training session.   Discussed follow-up steps.
	Contact large medical groups that did not respond,  and conduct evaluation of those groups that did order materials,  (Wetterau)



	Agenda Item
	Discussion
	Action

	Resolutions
	Members agreed that the Commission should forward resolutions on prisoners recently discharged from prison who need mental health services (references should be added).  Members also agreed on a resolution pertaining to patient confidentiality, which should not be confined to just reproductive health but also include drug abuse.  A resolution will also be drafted on increasing the tobacco tax and on increasing the amount expended on the State Tobacco Control Program.
	Resolutions will be drafted:
Mental health – Dr. Wetterau
Confidentiality – Dr. Prine
Tobacco Tax – R. Rouse
Tobacco Control Program – R. Rouse

	Joint Session with Advocacy Committee
	The last part of the meeting was a joint session with the Advocacy Committee.   A number of issues were discussed:
 -Single payer.  Members agreed that we should emphasize bilateral negotiations and that Member support for a SP is contingent upon that provision being enacted.  Also agreed that we should say “uniform” benefit for everyone.  Also discussed the utility of conducting 4 town meetings for our Members on SP.  
-Confidentiality for teens.  A letter should be sent to the Health Plan Association seeking their perspectives.  
-Underserved. Discussed the need to increase the loan forgiveness amount and a revision in admissions criteria.
- Mental Health for discharged prisoners.  Follow-up with Weingarten and Reid.  
-Vaccine Registry.  Doctors cannot take claims data and put them into the Registry.  Rather, insurance companies should be required to do that.
	Resolutions will be drafted and follow-up actions taken where appropriate.
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