Membership Commission

Minutes (JLG’s Notes)
7/21/2007 4:30 PM
Attending:  Blaber, Donat, Dunn, Ebabrb, Grasso, Greenwald, Salzberg
OLD BUSINESS

Website Rocco Semeraro with ES 11 is our consultant.  John DeSimone has been serving as website committee chair; however this is probably not fair as he is retired and not living in NYS.  Jim Greenwald feels that it is important that the website be a key service to our members.  Vito spoke about perhaps hiring a new staff member to increase use and usefulness of the site..  Jim Greenwald will contact John Epling to ask him to serve on the committee.
2007 COD review and 2008 COD Planning

There was a lengthy discussion about the items discussed by Dr. Nave.  The group agrees that getting better pay and working conditions for our members is the key member service role that our organization can serve.  We are still confused about the distinction between collective bargaining and limitations on negotiation due to antitrust legislation, and would ask that staff keep dialogue with counsel about these issues.

The key issue we would like to advance in light of this is unpaid work.  An informal survey of attendees generated the following incomplete list of items that increase physician work time without adequate compensation: 

· Making formulary-driven medication substitutions

· Prior approval forms

· Forms for disability and worker’s comp

· Case management

· Data mining for insurance company QI efforts

Members should poll their practice partners and then we will as Mr. Semeraro to help us start a web discussion on next steps in representing our members in these issues.

The group was pleased with the organization and conduct of this year’s program.  We reviewed feedback from Tom Weida regarding the reference committee meetings and election and he encouraged us to:

· Ask staff to develop a script for the elections

· Encourage Drs Greenwald and Kaplan to attend the Annual Leadership Forum May 3-4 2008 in Kansas City.
· Clarify the rules for conduct of debate regarding

· a motion to call the question (need to wait in line at microphone)

· directing debate to the previous speaker (don’t, direct to chair)
· A speaker cannot give debate, make a motion to call the question, or limit debate in reference committee sessions (chair of reference committee can help move things along, usually by saying “if there is no new testimony…”)

· “Friendly amendments:  Dr. Weida says it does not matter what the original author thinks, or whether the original author agrees.  The reference committee reports back based on testimony and any other information they have at their disposal.  On the Congress floor, an amendment must go through the process of debate and then vote.  The original resolution (or substitute resolution from the reference committee), cannot be changed just because the author considers it friendly.  The only exception that could be made is for an obvious typographical error, and then the chair can state the change if there is no objection from the Congress. 
The latest plan for next year is to hold the COD at the The Albany Crowne Plaza June 28-29th 2008.
Upcoming Cluster Meetings  Fall cluster October 20-21 at the Kaatskill Mountain Club in Hunter
Visiting Other State Annual Meetings.  Members and staff are encouraged to observe other state’s annual meetings to see what we can learn. We reviewed Mr. Grasso’s report on the New Jersey House of Delegates Meeting June 22-25 at the Sheraton Atlantic City.  50 Delegates attended in conjuction with an additional 350 attendees at a Scientific Meeting.   There are no reference committee meetings and the business is conducted as a committee of the whole entirely between 8:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. . Reports of officers and committees were included in the Delegates handbook and were accepted without comment.  Resolutions were published in the Handbook. Discussion of each resolution was initiated from the floor by the maker. The maker would read the RESOLVED clauses and then the speaker would invite discussion. Resolutions were projected on a screen and amendments were considered. Seven resolutions were published in the handbook. An 8th resolution was introduced from the floor. All 8 resolutions were submitted by just two members. The speaker repeatedly admonished one maker for poor preparation because the resolutions she submitted were not clear, did not specifically direct the NJAFP to do something or directed the AAFP to do something. Although they had just purchased an expensive electronic voting system which was not useful in the proceedings.   The installation dinner was Black Tie and attracted 140-150 people. They installed their officers, heard remarks from the incoming and outgoing presidents and presented awards to the Resident and the Year and FP of the Year. They had live music and dancing after dinner.
The dates of upcoming meetings is available on http://www.aafp.org/cgi-bin/chaptermeeting.pl:
· Arizona 04/11/2008 - 04/13/2008  Orange Tree Conference Ctr, Scottsdale, AZ 85254  

· California Congress will be split from the Annual Scientific Assembly, and held in Sacramento March 1-3, 2008
· Connecticut 10/24/2007 - 10/25/2007  Aqua Turf Club, Plantsville, CT  

· Florida  07/26/2007 - 07/29/2007  The Breakers, Palm Beach  

· Georgia 11/07/2007 - 11/10/2007  Cobb Galeria Centre; Atlanta, GA  

· Hawaii 02/15/2008 - 02/17/2008  Sheraton Waikiki; Honolulu, HI  

· Illinois  10/03/2007 - 10/07/2007  Chicago Downtown Marriott Hotel  

· Iowa 10/18/2007  Sheraton West Des Moines, IA  

· Nevada 01/27/2008 - 02/01/2008  Harrah's Tahoe, Lake Tahoe, NV  

· New Mexico 07/19/2007 - 07/22/2007  Hawthorn Suites & Ruidoso Convention Center  

· Ohio 08/10/2007 - 08/13/2007  Cherry Valley Lodge, Newark, Ohio  

· Rhode Island 09/07/2007 - 09/09/2007  Mystic Marriott, Groton, CT  

· Tennessee 10/30/2007 - 11/02/2007  Convention Center; Gatlinburg, TN  

· Utah 08/03/2007 - 05/05/2007  Park City, Utah  

· Vermont  11/03/2007 - 11/03/2007 Montpelier  

· Virginia 08/09/2007 - 08/12/2007  The Homestead - Hot Springs, Virginia  

· Wisconsin 11/02/2007 - 11/03/2007  Wilderness Resort, Wisconsin Dells, WI  

CogniMed Educational Program

We are working with CogniMed, a medical education company, to present a diabetes control program on Saturday, September 8th at the American Conference Center in Manhattan.  This meeting will be free of charge to participants due to a grant from Amlin-Lilly.  Two of the speakers will be from the drug company’s speakers list, one is a family practice expert suggested by Miriam Vincent.
RFMC

The 6th Capitol Area Regional Family Medcine Conference will be 9/15 at the Saratoga Hotel in Saratoga Springs. Chris Murphy and Steve Offord are co-chairs.

Membership Update

Our May 2007 status report indicates we have 4,448 members: 2316 in the Active category, 237 Life members, 1233 students and 573 residents. We have 32 more Active members than at the same time in 2006, 18 fewer Life members, 94 fewer students and 10 fewer residents. There are 1,067 names on our “Best Z Prospects” list. This is s a list of apparently qualified non-members excluding bad addresses.  The Z list was presented in a disorganized fashion, an alphabetized spreadsheet will be sent with the minutes.  Commission members may return names to be removed due to death or leaving practice as well as indicate names to be invited to apply for life membership (retirees) or personal acquaintances that they would like to have the staff send an invitation to pay dues and become active.
State Chapter Activity Review.  We did not have time to review the results of the survey of AAFP members nationwide regarding their state chapters distributed by Mr. Grasso.  Following are some key findings:
· AAFP members expect excellence advocacy from their state chapters. Sixty-three percent of respondents agreed that their chapter’s legislative activities at the state level had a positive impact.

· Communication with the chapter office is valued.  Nearly eight out of ten respondents indicated satisfaction with their chapters’ communication of information regarding legislative and advocacy issues. This was followed by “The responses to your requests or questions when you have contacted your chapter” (76%),

· 46% of respondents report visiting their chapter’s website in the last month

· 87% expressed interest in email communication from their chapter

· 69% would recommend membership in the chapter to another family physician

· Attendance at state meetings is due to interest in CME (59%), to learn about issues (39%), to discuss issues with colleagues (29%), recreation (17%), improve leadership skills (14%).  31% of respondents report they do not ever attend state meetings.
