members:  thank you for your spirited contributions on a wide range of subjects, and for volunteering for tangential duties.  attached are draft minutes.  for those who attended please correct or endorse within one week - proper form is to have an electronic show of hands from all of you.  for those who could not attend, further discussion of single payer will appear in the public health minutes from our joint discussion.
phil
 

Philip Kaplan, MD
Fairgrounds Family Physicians, PLLC
115 Fairgrounds Dr
Manlius, NY  13104
315-682-8610
NYSAFP Advocacy Commission Minutes

October 18, 2008, Turning Stone NY 

I. Meeting called to order by Chair, Philip Kaplan, MD at 10am

Present: Philip Kaplan, MD, Norman Loomis, MD, Heidi Zinkand, MD, Charles Francis, MD Courtney McHale, MS IV, Christine M. Doucet MD,  Marc Price DO, Richard Pretorious, MD,  Ashley Gallagher, MD, Meg Rosenberg, MD, and Marcy Savage, Weingarten, Reid & McNally (WRM)                                                                                  

II. 
Minutes: Commission approved the minutes

III.
Albany Update: Marcy Savage provided an update on Albany activities, serious state deficit, August and November special session and early Governor’s budget.  Marcy will look into the EPT legislation and notify members of the effective date of the law and provide a summary of the bill of what specifically it will allow physicians to do.  Marcy also updated member on the legislation to allow for state tax collection on cigarettes sold to non-Indians at Native American reservation.  This bill currently awaits action by Governor Paterson.   The Governor will submit a budget in late December.  The Academy must position itself to have a process for formulating a timely response, such as an email blog of Advocacy followed by a Board Executive Committee meeting.
IV.
Old Business:

1. AG/Excellus agreement- Phil gave an update on MSSNY’s agreement to oppose health plan practices unfair to all specialties, including family physicians

2. NYSIIS update- Phil gave an update on the status of the registry and the working group in the NYS DOH which we are a part of; Ashley will look into Graham Center to do possible cost/benefit analysis of compliance and implementation; Marcy will look back at DOH letter of reassurance on delayed enforcement of registry to determine timeframe (may need to seek verbal extension); Phil will ask that Sept. newsletter on NYSIIS be put on website and possibly republished in November; Phil suggests, and the commission endorses, that the Academy provide a matchmaking function to its membership.   The Commission will ask the Board to clarify the status of the DOH funding to the Academy for immunization funding

3.Single payer, universal coverage, details from resolution ’06-10 as referenced by resolution     ’08-18. Leon Zoghlin submitted a proposal to endorse federal House bill for federal single payer consistent with Academy resolution- Resolution ’06-10 attached.  JOINT MEETING WITH PH: Ron will produce a bullet point guide on PR and Advocacy information around single payer.  PH did a survey of membership about problems resulting from multiple payers. Create a joint subcommittee on this issue to put together a white paper of the survey findings (Christine, Phil, Heidi are recommended to join the committee from Advocacy). Leon should submit the federal House bill to both commissions to determine if it is consistent with the approved resolution.  The group supported having speakers on collective bargaining join us to speak at the Winter weekend.
3. Medical home, getting paid for what we do at the time of visit (Peter Liepmann)- save for next meeting

4. Tobacco on playgrounds:  review of senate and assembly bills- S.684b and A.7469c attached; the group agreed to support the Senate bill and ask the Assembly sponsor to introduce a companion to the Senate bill.  The Assembly bill specifically prohibits enforcement by police.
5. Revisit position on A11464, lead test reporting to vaccine registry-Commission approved a change in our position to support for this bill.  Advocacy had previously recommended opposition to this bill, but we now recognize that the mandate to report applies to the lab performing the test rather than to the physician who is already burdened with reporting vaccines administered.
6. Refusal of Federal funding for abstinence only education:  Advocacy expressed gratitude to WRM for the construction of an accurate and convincing letter to the governor encouraging his continuation of this policy, which letter has been submitted to our president for consideration and signature.
V:
New Business:
1. Doctors Across New York funding- Marcy will get additional information on how the program works and how a physician can apply.  She will then work with Vito to publicize to the membership.

2. Liability premium funding by insurance companies (A11829)-Commission resolved to take no position and continue to track.  If the bill develops momentum, Oppose the bill, as this legislation would impair efforts at tort reform by defusing the urgency while passing costs to the patient contract holders rather than depriving insurers of excess profits.
3. Allowing medical assistants to give immunizations- Commission is not taking a position as a group; Marcy will look into how many other states have M.A.’s as licensed professionals and how many can give immunizations (Colorado, Wisconsin).  Marcy will distribute to members and Laura information on the extensive changes in NYS education law that would be needed to accomplish this.  Members will communicate directly to Laura their personal views on the suggested expansion of scope of practice of M.A.s  We will revisit the suggestion at our next meeting.
4. Requires prescriptions to be typewritten, electronically printed or hand printed in a legible manner, cursive script would be prohibited- S2667- Commission resolved to oppose this bill; pharmacist should double check if they cannot read prescription.
5. HMO Hassle Factors- Members should send Phil or Marcy  hassle factors they have experienced, there is a meeting on 10/24 with AGs office on this issue

6. Rhode Island immunization legislation (sent via email by Bobbie on 10/10 [which legislation did not actually reflect effort at universal purchase])- JOINT DISCUSSION: It was agreed that the Academy endorses the State’s efforts to look at universal purchase of childhood vaccinations; Marcy will reach out to the DOH to ask that the Academy be included in the Urban Institutes’ outreach on this issue.  The academy supports universal purchase of flu vaccine by resolution of the 2008 COD.
7. Regulation appearing October 15th would remove from the Physician Profile as a legitimate Board credential, certification by the College of Family Physicians of Canada, while preserving the legitimacy of the Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons.   The Commission will ask Vito to query the AAFP and their counterpart in Canada to better understand this issue and then determine if the NYSAFP must take action or a position.  There is a 45 day comment period from publication on Oct. 15th  so action will be needed by the Board Executive Committee prior to the next cluster.
8. Tobacco Cessation counseling: Medicare pays, there are now Medicaid CPT codes to bill for doing it; Some private plans do reimburse for it and some don’t; Group agreed to approach the DOH about shaming insurance plans into covering it universally (Ron will take the lead on this)  The strategy of advocating for mandatory insurance coverage could make New York State less competitive for employers and in relation to other states should federal legislation allow interstate sales of health insurance.
V:
Strategic Plan:  The members were asked to consider the ramifications of the current bylaws regulation of term limits on commission membership as they impact succession planning and continuity of function of the commission. 
