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Membership Commission

March 6, 2010

Winter Cluster

Crowne Plaza Albany

1. Introduce Members & Guests

a. Donna Denley(staff), Sarah Nosal (chair),  Joe Caruana (vice-chair), Marianne LaBarbera (via skype), Mark Josefski; where noted Steve Offord (Treasurer), Mark Krotowski (President) and Vito Grasso (EVP) joined in the meeting
2. Review Mission and Purpose of Membership Commission

a. The Commission's charge is articulated in Section 5 of our bylaws:

i. This commission shall consider applications for membership and continuation of membership and investigate the qualifications of applicants.

ii. It shall monitor county chapter activities and organize county chapters in areas where no such chapters exist.

iii. It will identify and develop proposals for member benefits, review proposals by staff and implement any member benefits programs approved by the Board of Directors

iv. Responsible for working with Staff/Speaker/Vice-Speaker to plan the Congress Of Delegates. 

3. Approved Minutes of November 21, 2009 Meeting – (JC motion, MLB second)
4. Membership Update – from National

a. Reviewed New Physician conversion
b. Reviewed Resident to New Physician Transition Plan
5. Membership Update – from New York
a. New Members by Chapter 11/1/2009-1/31/2010
i. Demographics reviewed
b. Review Membership Packet

c. Review Welcome Letter

i. To be updated by Sarah to can be sent out 

d. First Year Physician List E-mailing
i. Reviewed by members for known contacts
e. TO DO…
i. Donna
1. DCD send letters each month to new members
2. DCD list new members; transfers in – newsletters
3. DCD Transfer in folks; look at doing that as well
4. DCD Anniversary notifications -  in newsletters
ii. Sarah 

1. Update Letter

2. New Physician Reach out

3. Continue facebook invites

f. Steve Offord joined the group
i. Info from David Lloyd re: membership trends
ii. Review of chapter activities to increase communication with new members
iii. Will Email D Lloyd info to all
6. Membership Benefits - Updates from Joe Caruana

a. Particularly to help support website
i. MER: Medical Education Resources; all over the country; quality conferences
ii. Cruise Meetings: when ship is no in port
iii. MCE conferences
iv. Post Graduate travel
b. Other Benefit Opportunities

7. Congress of Delegates / Town Hall

a. Finalize agenda/the day with Speaker/Vice Speaker and Moderator – Mark Josefski & Marianne LaBarbera

i. Topics

1. Topic: health care reform –

a.  Where do we go with that?  Membership needs and wants.  Being passive is frustrating; being passive is not accomplishing much. Lost battle for single payer; still the goal of the state academy, 

b. ‘Something’ will shake out in the next three months; only federal not at the state level Stay away from Albany speakers
c. Present ideas on the different aspects with focus on Federal level affecting us at the state level
d. Tangible accomplishment: educating us on process; change to make happen; end good? Hash it out as a group; educate us in political process along the way.
e. Interesting to hear about the process
2. other topics to consider
a. Health information technology
i. IT and information systems are valuable and helpful; value of all membership?
ii. Many vendors available to speak on these topics
b. “Meaningful Use” - MLB already working on; Allscripts
i. Learning; how to get reimbursement; meaningful use; not about note taking, Confusion about funding; how to do it, Doing that? Maybe in a year? Using records to bring in money and use in meaningful way
ii. Meaningful use proposals; cash for folks that convert; up to $44k hypothetical; demonstrate meaningful use; no punishment (2012)
iii. It’s appropriate; punishment if not e-prescribing decreased reimbursement, Payoff does not begin 3-5 years
c. Past Topics: Last year single payer, Year before medical home
ii. Speakers - Open forum Town Hall, Moderators, Experts to weigh in anchored with main speaker
1. Moderator – Marianne LaBarbera

2. Washington bureau person
a. Secretary of health and human services? State congressman? McNulty suggested; democrat, helped write the bill; has ‘in’
b. Legislators
i. Congressman McMann; 
1. MLB to call
ii. Acurio
1. Last year at lobby day in DC; actually sat down to discuss the process, reconciliation, house/senate version; good/bad; in/out of bill – as keynote
c. Academy president on national position; 
d. Audience 
i. Get others to fill in details; ask the questions
ii. Town Hall has involved speaking ‘at’ people; shorter agenda with more discussion might play well.
iii. Craft some real collaborative points to promote.  Take in information instead
iv. Solicit questions in advance;
e. Someone else from national academy; chair of advocacy
f. Potentially: media person
iii. Schedule - SATURDAY, June 19th, 2010
1. 7AM - Breakfast with New Member Orientation
2. 8AM – Opening
3. 9-10:30AM & 10:20-12PM - Reference Committees
4. 12:15-1:15PM – Lunch
5. 1:20-3:30PM - Town Hall
6. 3:45PM – Elections
a. Vote count while guests are speaking

7. 7PM – Cocktails

8. 8PM - Dinner 

iv. Brainstorm title:
1. Healthcare Reform: Who Knows Where We Are?
2. Healthcare Reform: Who Knows?
3. Healthcare Reform: Where Are We?
4. Healthcare Reform: What’s Up Doc?
5. Healthcare Reform: What’s Up With That?
6. Sense of humor; grab people’s attention
7. Talk about to the board
b. Outreach / Advertising?

i. Sarah to work with Bobbi and Donna to reach out to un/under-represented chapters

ii. Already advertised in News Letter

8. Website Updates – Donna Denley, joined by Mark Krotwoski and Vito Grasso for additional updates

a. Met with ES11 re: design
i. Requesting flexibility in maintaining the site
ii. Will be more restrictive
iii. ES11 second proposal more expensive; content management tools
b. Tech Valley proposal; awaiting week
c. Other vendors
d. Things we want

i. Upgrade search abilities
ii. Document driven; less user friendly
iii. Enhance ability
iv. More basic content manager tool
e. SN desire to be involved in overall design
f. Send SN proposal outline; face on web = face of Academy
g. Avectra that National uses; second year of use; second generation
i. User friendly
ii. Need simple; utilize resources
h. JC: websponsors share the costs of website; follow up
i. Webinar sponsorship; 

i. Produce on our site
9. Review Advocacy Consent Agenda (see attached)
a. MK: Phil done tremendous job
b. VG: curios to reaction of proposal to support collective bargaining
i. Discussed Sweetened beverage tax; potential to produce income
ii. MK: reports that he gave testimony (bev tax)
10.  Lobby Day – discuss membership participation

a. Sarah C. Nosal will be present
11.  Any Updates on Old Business
a. facebook – up and active
12.  Any New Business
a. none

13. ADJOURN - MJ: move to adjourn, MLB: seconded
