NYSAFP Advocacy Commission Minutes

March 6, 2010, 10AM-1PM

Albany, NY

Participants: Advocacy Chair Dr. Philip Kaplan and Commission Members Drs. Price (Vice Chair), Brilliant, Okonkwo, Jenkins, Zinkand, Ebarb, Gallagher, Francis, David, and Steve Weingarten Marcy Savage, Weingarten, Reid & McNally (WRM).  Commission had two guests, Drs. Ostrander and Nepola.
Excused: Drs. Doucet and Pretorius
Meeting called to order by Chairman Phil at 10am.

I:    Approval of minutes from November conference call meeting without changes done via email prior to the call.  

II:  Marcy Savage and Steve Weingarten of WRM provided an Albany Update including the latest with the investigations into the Governor’s recent actions and the state budget negotiations.

III:  Old Business
1. Phil provided an update on the flu vaccine distribution issue and the Academy’s efforts to amend PBH law 2112 related to Mercury free vaccines to allow for use of Mercury-containing vaccines if there is distribution in addition to supply issues.  Academy is meeting with the State Health Commissioner during lobby day and will raise this issue.

2. Phil provided an update on the Academy’s efforts to seek amendments for an advisory committee and limits to the definition of eligible patients to the Medical Marijuana bill with Assemblyman Gottfried. http://www.assembly.state.ny.us/leg/?bn=A09016&sh=t
3. Update by Dr. Ebarb related to his meeting with Assemblywoman Fields regarding A.7766 (mandating duplicative/additional vaccine information be given to parents) and his follow up letter to the Assemblywoman following the meeting.  http://www.assembly.state.ny.us/leg/?bn=A07766&sh=t
Commission approved a motion to oppose this legislation and continue to educate the Assemblywoman.  Generally, we oppose legislation, which is redundant on what physicians are already required/ mandated to do.

4. Discussion of State efforts related to NCQA Standards for Patient-Centered Medical Homes.  Commission resolved to have a seat at the table in these discussions and to request Board approval to have an Academy working group to look at this issue and be the internal experts to carry the positions of the Academy to the State.
IV:  New Business
1.  Bill Consent Agenda (1st chart below): Commission approved positions included in chart.
2.   Bills for Discussion and Academy position (2nd chart with bill summaries below): Commission approved positions as determined based on the discussion and indicated below in 2nd chart. 

3. CHP legislation related to School-Based Health Centers: Commission resolved to support bill. http://www.assembly.state.ny.us/leg/?bn=A09717&sh=t
4.   Marcy and Dr. David provided an informational update on Board of Medicine proposal re: licensure changes

5. Medicaid Inspector General audit draft legislation/coalition- Commission resolved to support and sign on to the list.
6. E-prescribing Requirement that prescriptions be emailed by the prescriber only not his/her agent (See Irongate FP letter attached) discussed. Dr. Price has agreed to follow up with the physician to try to assist him.
7. Lobby Day Discussion for information purposes (Key priorities include:  single payer, protection of healthcare worker exposed to blood of unconscious patient, flu vaccine and mercury rules); Budget (primary care, soda tax, cigarette tax).

8. New Issue by Dr. Price: Urgent care exempt from Prior Authorization requirements, unlike physician offices.  The Commission resolved to oppose these practices.  We need member assistance to provide additional examples of these types of health plan behaviors to take to the State Insurance Department.  We recommend polling the membership to do so.        
9. New Issue by Dr. Ostrander:  Discussed stroke center designation, every doctor to do 4 hours/year of CME.  Neurosurgeon, Neurologists, Internists exempt.  Pediatricians, Family Physicians not exempt.  Commission resolved to oppose this requirement and to bring our opposition to the State Department of Health.
4. BILL CONSENT AGENDA

	Bill Number
	Same As
	Summary
	Status
	NYSAFP Position

	S.3616, Marcellino

http://www.assembly.state.ny.us/leg/?bn=S03616&sh=t

	None
	Provides that insurance policies that cover annual physicals and well care visits shall allow one visit per calendar year, even if closer than 365 days
	Senate Insurance
	SUPPORT

	A.9529, Rosenthal

http://www.assembly.state.ny.us/leg/?bn=A09529&sh=t

	None
	Prohibits the sale of electronic cigarettes to minors and items not defined as a tobacco product or approved by the FDA as a tobacco use cessation or harm reduction
	Assembly Codes
	SUPPORT

	A.9787, Gunther

http://www.assembly.state.ny.us/leg/?bn=A09787&sh=t

	S.6309, C. Johnson
	Requires certain health and casualty insurers to provide coverage for prenatal vitamins
	Assembly and Senate Insurance
	SUPPORT

	S6801, Hannon 

http://www.assembly.state.ny.us/leg/?bn=S06801&sh=t
AND S.6744, Hannon

http://www.assembly.state.ny.us/leg/?bn=S06744&sh=t 
	None
	Establish the neurological impairment program governing the compensation of neurologically-impaired persons born in New York on or after January 1, 2011 AND the New York birth-related neurological impairment compensation act
	Both in Senate Health 
	SUPPORT

	A.9933, Gottfried

http://www.assembly.state.ny.us/leg/?bn=A09933&sh=t
	None
	To promote conformity between the

federal Stark Law and New York's Health Care Practitioner Referrals

Statute.


	Assembly Health
	SUPPORT


2. BILLS FOR DISCUSSION- Determine Position to Support, Oppose or No Position 

	Bill Number
	Same As
	Summary
	Status
	NYSAFP Position/ Other

	A.9871, Pretlow

http://www.assembly.state.ny.us/leg/?bn=A09871&sh=t

	None
	Creates the health care consumer and provider protection and equity act to allow physicians and  dentists  to  negotiate  collectively with health plans


	Assembly Insurance 
	No Position, research what about ARISA plans

	A.9537, Benjamin

http://www.assembly.state.ny.us/leg/?bn=A09537&sh=t

	None
	Requires that

every in-patient clinic and faculty practice associated with a hospital

adopt and make public a statement of the rights and responsibilities of patients (Patients’ Bill of Rights) as required to be made by hospitals
	Assembly Health
	Oppose the reasons cited for the  need for the bill; Request that Dr. Morrow send educational letter to sponsor

	S.4779B, Krueger

http://www.assembly.state.ny.us/leg/?bn=S04779&sh=t 
	A.6702C, Paulin
	Provides treatment for sexually transmissible diseases to minors without a parent's or guardian's consent
	Senate Codes/ Assembly Health
	Oppose

	A.9917, Gottfried

http://www.assembly.state.ny.us/leg/?bn=A09917&sh=t

	None
	Provides for the establishment of medical home multipayor programs to improve health care outcomes and efficiency through improved access, patient care continuity, and coordination of health services
	Assembly Health
	Support and get additional information from the sponsor

	A.9884, Rosenthal

http://www.assembly.state.ny.us/leg/?bn=A09884&sh=t
	None
	Requires epinephrine auto-injector devices at children's overnight, summer day and traveling summer day camps
	Assembly Health
	Bill referred to Public Health

	S.6321, Valesky

http://www.assembly.state.ny.us/leg/?bn=S06321&sh=t
	A.9488, Magee
	Establishes the "Sorry Works! demonstration program"
	Senate Finance/ Assembly Health
	Support MSSNY position

	A.6714, Mayersohn

http://www.assembly.state.ny.us/leg/?bn=A06714
	S3191, Stavisky
	Prohibits smoking in vehicles with minors less than age 16
	Assembly Health/ Senate Health
	Support

	A.7066, Gottfried

http://www.assembly.state.ny.us/leg/?bn=A07066&sh=t
	None
	Relates to requirements for the safe handling of prescription drug samples by certain health care professionals
	Assembly Codes
	Ask for Public Health to research


Meeting adjourned at 1pm by Chair.  This is the last meeting that will be Chaired by Dr. Kaplan.
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