Minutes
Board of Directors Meeting
July 22, 2007
PRESENT: Drs. George Dunn (President), Jun David (President-elect/ Del. AAFP), Larry Novak (Secretary), Wendy VanBellingham (Treasurer), Henry Francis (Past Pres/Del. AAFP), James Greenwald (Speaker), Tochi Iroku-Malize (Director), Marianne LaBarbera (Alt. Del. AAFP/Past Pres), Philip Kaplan (Vice-Speaker), Elise Korman (Past Pres.), Mark Krotowski (Vice-Pres), Robert Morrow (Director), Andrew Merritt (Past-Pres), Leon Zoghlin (Director), Neil Nepola (Del. MSNNY). Stephen Offord (Chair of Board), Linda Prine (Director), Ephraim Back (Director), Marc Price (Director), James Mumford (Director).
STAFF:      Mr. Vito Grasso (EVP), Bobbi Markowitz (Adm. Asst.), Patricia Poklemba (Director Education & Information), Ron Rouse (Consultant).
EXCUSED:  Drs. S. Ramalingam (Immed. Past Pres.), Norman Wetterau (Alt. Del. MSNNY), Michael Kernan (Director), Miriam Vincent (Director), Belinda Johnston (Director).
The meeting was called to order at 8:15 a.m.  Dr. Larry Novak presented Dr. Stephen Offord with the Board Chair gavel.

Dr. George Dunn moved that the Minutes of the March 4, 2007 meeting be approved by. This motion was seconded by Dr. Philip Kaplan. The motion carried.
President’s Report:  Dr. Dunn welcomed everyone to Glen Cove. He highlighted the Immunization focus group meeting in Cooperstown that he attended the end of June. The group evaluated content of various websites and material from the Dept. of Health.  

EVP Report:  Mr. Grasso attended the National Tar Wars Conference in Washington, DC. Zane Belden, a 5th grade student from New York, won 1st place in the national contest.  Mr. Grasso met with Zane and his family at the award ceremony. They also met with Kirsten Gillibrand, New York’s 20th district representative to the US Congress.  The theme of his poster was NASCAR.

Mr. Grasso informed the board that the office has been inviting those county chapters that collect dues to have their dues direct deposited into their bank accounts.  
The AAFP is working with Blue Cross/Blue Shield on a project regarding implementation of the primary care medical home. New York and Maryland were approached to participate. Some board members expressed concern regarding the program.  There was some skepticism expressed that insurers would use the primary care medical home concept as a way to introduce standards they would use to justify paying different fees to different practices, much as they do in pay-for-performance plans. Mr. Grasso received a draft proposal regarding the project, but has not been contacted Excellus, which is the BCBS plan in NY that the AAFP advised him has been approached to participate. He discussed the draft with the Executive Committee at its July meeting. The board recommended a small group be formed to review the plan and report back to the board, making sure a cross section of membership is included in the review plan.

Mr. Grasso also informed the members of the 60th anniversary directory being created for next year. He reported that members have been invited to submit articles and pictures for publication, and have also been asked to solicit advertising which they would receive a commission on.

Advocacy:  Dr. Kaplan praised Marcy Wamp of Weingarten, Reid and McNally for her wonderful support of the commission and the Academy.  

Vaccine Registry -  Dr. Kaplan reported that a mandatory vaccine registry that will become effective in January 2008. He and Marcy Wamp attended a meeting last week regarding the registry.  Dr. Kaplan made a motion for the board to endorse the 5 positions the commission wants included in the discussions with the Deptartment of Health on the registry.  The motion was passed.

Dr. Kaplan also requested the NYSAFP join with the Pediatricians in training physicians regarding compliance with the registry, utilizing the DOH grant funding that both organizations received.
Flu Vaccine –The Academy will advocate for the State to take over all flu distribution through county health departments, similar to Rhode Island’s recent law. This would ensure that access is timely with priority given based on medical need versus economic/financial reasons per CD guidelines.
Legislative Issues: A grid of various bills was distributed that the commission reviewed and discussed. The commission approved 28 out of the 29. #1 will be ignored.  

There was discussion regarding not having enough time to review these bills at the board meeting and that the information should be distributed prior to the meeting, since board members have an oversight responsibility.  A Board member recommended that the board should receive an entire agenda with attachments prior to the meeting regarding all commissions. The cluster format, with commissions meeting the day before the board meeting and activities frequently scheduled after commission meetings, makes it very difficult to process and reproduce information from the commission meetings in time to be reviewed by board members prior to the board meeting the next morning.

The grid was not given to the board in its entirety so the correct grid should be sent to the board with the minutes. 

Education: 

1.  CogniMed:  A conference on Emerging Management Strategies to Optimize Outcomes in Patients with Type 2 Diabetes is being held on Sept. 8th at the American Conference Center in New York City. The conference is supported by an educational grant provided by Amylin/Lilly and CogniMed.  The commission discussed support of the conference and the Education Commission’s role in approving all future NYSAFP Educational programs.  Continued discussion of this topic will be placed on the fall agenda.

2. Winter Weekend 2008: Winter Weekend 2008 is being held at the Lake Placid Hilton, January 24 – 27, 2008.  The format will be the same as 2007.  The commission began discussion on possible topics for the conference.  The deadline for topics and speakers is September 15th.  A SAM’s workshop will be on Thursday afternoon. There will be a research forum chaired by Ephraim Back on Saturday night. Anyone interested in submitting topics should contact Jun David or the Academy office.

3. ALSO: The March Instructor course held in Westchester had 24 attendees from around the country.  Another course is scheduled for October in Kennebunkport, Maine.  A Provider Course is being organized for the fall both upstate and downstate.

4. IPRO Education Project:  IPRO sent information on “Decreasing Anticholinergic Drugs in the Elderly” and asked the NYSAFP to evaluate the materials and consider utilizing them.  Bob Morrow is going to contact IPRO to further discuss the material.

5. Peer to Peer Facilitator Training:  Dr. Morrow discussed working with the SAM’s workshop to begin facilitator training and hopes to start at the 2008 Winter Weekend.

Leadership:  
1.   2007 NCSC Meeting: All delegate positions were filled prior to the meeting but the IMG delegate was unable to attend so Dr. David represented this constituency.

2.   Leadership Programs at cluster meetings: The commission discussed having specific issues addressed at the three cluster meetings.  At the July meeting the members who attended ALF & NCSC should give a report of issues presented, at the October meeting a clinical session and at the March meeting something pertaining to the congress (resolution writing, public speaking, etc.).  The commission recommended this be done during lunch since the maximum number of attendees would be there.  Commission reports are also given at lunch.  After much discussion it the suggestion that presentations be given during lunch was rejected.  The board felt an afternoon session should be planned with advanced notice given to all members. Leadership would come up with topics, Vito would find speakers, and financial cost needs to be considered.  Since the summer cluster incorporates the president’s reception, the board voted to make the summer cluster reimbursement for 2 nights for all commission members. 

The board also voted favorably to pay for the 2nd night hotel stay if the commission members stayed for the planned Saturday afternoon program during the fall 2007 cluster. 


3.  Residency Programs:  The commission discussed ways to bring more residents to clusters meetings and the COD.   Program Directors and the chief resident should be contacted and invited to attend or send residents to come as a guest to our commissions.   Where ever there is a cluster we should invite residents or residency directors from that area to attend.

Membership:
1. Website committee: Dr. Greenwald asked the board to contact him or Vito if they know of anyone with website knowledge and interest who would like to be on the committee.  Dr. Prine suggested Dr. Nosal who put together the New York County website.  The website committee needs an editor.
2.  Congress of Delegates:  The commission reviewed the 2007 COD and reported the response was positive.   The board discussed possible dates for 2008. There was concern that June 28th & 29th was too late. There was some questions regarding the number of counties that were represented and this information will be presented at the next meeting.

3. Z-List:  The commission is reviewing the Z list and plans to clean out non potential members.
4.  Other State Meetings:  Dr. Greenwald invited the board members to contact him or Vito if they have any interest in attending other state meetings.

 Operations: 
1.  The minutes had an error regarding the Report on Ten State.  It should be a separate item.  Dr. LaBarbera will fix the minutes.
2.  Financial Statement: The year-end financial statement was not included in the board’s agenda.  Dr. VanBellingham will review the statements with the staff and will provide a report to the board with the financial statement. It is difficult to prepare the financial statement for review by the board when the Operations Commission makes changes on Saturday and the board meets the next morning. The board also requested a profit and loss statement for Regional Family Medicine Conference and Winter Weekend.
3. County Chapter Accounts: There was discussion on the inactive chapters and the county dues collected.  Separate accounts are now set up and managed by the Academy office.  The commission is going to review how much money is in the various accounts and report to the board. Information will be given at the October cluster.
4. Amended by-laws: There appears to be some typographical errors in the amended bylaws that need to be checked and reviewed.  Steve Offord will review.
5. Review of the resolutions from the Congress:  Executive committee, delegates to AAFP and staff will have a conference call to review the resolutions before the Chicago meeting.  It was suggested that this be done on September 12th during the executive committee’s monthly conference call.  Information is still needed from the AAFP.
6. Calendar – 2008, (proposed).
March Meeting: There was discussion on whether this cluster should be a one or two day meeting plus Lobby Day. No decision was made. The issue was deferred until the fall cluster.
Legislators are in session in March, this should be considered. There was also discussion regarding changing the format for Lobby Day. Dr. David also explained that there were many conflicts in scheduling the 2008 COD, including a conflict with Dr. Dunn’s son’s wedding on June 21st and the RAP workshop the weekend of June 7th. He said it may be necessary to move the Congress back to a Friday and Saturday and suggested the Friday and Saturday before Mother’s Day (May 11th) or the Friday and Saturday before the RAP workshop (June 8th).

There was discussion regarding having the October 2008 cluster at Turning Stone casino. It was suggested that the casino is not totally supported by the area. Also suggestions that we consider an area in the state that we have not been to in a while, such as Binghamton. A vote to hold the cluster at Turning Stone was taken and the recommendation to have the cluster at Turning Stone was approved. 

New Business:  The commission discussed creating a new staff position.  A job description is needed and financial note.

The commission also requested that the Strategic Plan be placed in all commission agendas for all cluster meetings.
Public Health:
1.  Physician Shortage: Working with the Physicians Shortage Workgroup Coalition around the state regarding admissions criteria, load forgiveness and other issues.
2. Patient Confidentiality:   The commission will continue to obtain more data on this issue especially, confidentiality for teens. 
3. Health care disparities: The commission would like this topic to be discussed at the 2008 Weekend 2008. The Commission also recommends that there be a track on public health issues at the WW.
4. Obesity/Air quality: The commission along with the Advocacy commission discussed the benefits of the NYC congestion pricing/transportation alternatives proposal. Both commissions support this proposal.
5. Single Payer position: – There was a great deal of discussion in the commission meeting.  Dr. Henry Francis gave a great deal of testimony.  The commission made the board aware of letters that are available for members to put in local papers supporting the single payer concept. The Commission felt the NYSAFP needs to take a position in the community.  The Commission will create flyers to put in doctor’s offices.
6. Reproductive Health Protection and Privacy Act:  The act keeps abortions safe and legal.  Details of a bill sponsored by the Governor were sent to the Advocacy and Public Health commissions.  The commissions discussed this legislation in their joint meeting and agreed to support efforts to obtain approval of the bill. 

New Business:
Dr. Mark Krotowski informed the board of a SAM’s workshop being planned in Puerto Rico in April 24 – 27, 2008.  The Puerto Rico AFP will pay all costs.  The course will be done in English.  The plan is to do four SAM’s modules.
Dr. George Dunn informed the board he invoked executive privilege by inviting more residents to attend this cluster and paying their expenses than allowed.   He felt we should be encouraging student and resident involvement.   
Meeting adjourned at 12:20.

Recorded By,

Barbara Markowitz
