NYSAFP BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Kaatskill Mountain Club, Hunter, NY

SUNDAY, October 21, 2007

8:00 a.m.

MINUTES
Participants:
Miranda Balkin (Student)
Bertoni, MD, Alessandro (Past President) 
David, MD, Jose  (President Elect/Delegate to AAFP)
DeSimone, MD, John (Past President)
Dunn, MD, George  (President)
Francis, DO, Charles  (Member Guest)
Francis, MD, Henry  (Delegate to AAFP/Past President)

Gallagher, MD, Ashley  (Resident)
Grasso, Vito (EVP)

Greenwald, MD, James (Speaker)
Iroku-Malize, MD, Tochi (Director)
Kaplan, MD, Philip (Vice Speaker)
Korman, MD, Elise (Past President)
Krotowski, MD, Mark (Vice President)
Markowitz, Bobbi (Staff)

Merritt, MD, Drew (Alt. Delegate to AAFP/Past President)
Momah, MBBS, Tobe (Resident Guest)
Morrow, MD, Robert (Director)

Novak, MD, Larry (Secretary)

Offord, MD, Steve (Chair of  Board
Price, DO, Marc (New Physician Director)

Rouse, Ron (Staff)

Scallon, Ken (Staff)

Van Bellingham, MD, Wendy (Treasurer)
Vincent, MD, Miriam (Director)
Wetterau, MD, Norman (Alt. Delegate MSSNY)
A motion to approve the minutes of July 22, 2007 as presented was approved.   

President’s Report

Dr. Dunn reported that he and Mr. Grasso attended a program sponsored by the Health Plans Association on retail clinics. Dr. Dunn was a panelist and presented the AAFP’s recommended standards for retail clinics. The three major companies that have retail clinics have all agreed to adhere to the AAFP guidelines. He said retail clinics are popular with patients and are proliferating. Dr. Dunn explained that he has been approached by a company to serve as medical director for a retail clinic. The job essentially involves reviewing EMRs. The company did not feel that the medical director would have any professional liability but Dr. Dunn and others who participated in the retail clinic program sponsored by the HPA felt that the medical director would be responsible for all clinical care delivered. Many health insurance plans will pay for a visit to a retail clinic and some waive the patient’s co-pay. Family physicians must have same-day scheduling to compete.
Dr. Dunn also reported that he had written to the State Insurance Department regarding PRI’s policy on covering family physicians for women’s health care services. He also wrote to ABC to complain about a recent episode of Desperate Housewives which included a slur against physicians trained in the Philippines.

Dr. Dunn reported that he and Mr. Grasso had met with Congressman Tim Bishop on September 21st along with several other Academy members who reside in Mr. Bishop’s Congressional district. 

Dr. Dunn attended the AAFP Congress of Delegates in Chicago. He was an unsuccessful candidate for nomination to the ABFM.  
Executive V.P. Report

Mr. Grasso reported that the Operations Commission met by conference call on October 8th and approved a 2008 budget proposal. The proposal was distributed to the board for review and questions before the October 21st board meeting to expedite discussion at the October board meeting. No comments or questions were received.

The 2008 budget proposal included a new staff position for a membership director. The new position would support the work of the Membership Commission and also assume primary responsibility for maintaining the content of the website. 

Colorectal Cancer Screening Project

The Cancer Society has received approval of their contract with NYS DOH to educate physicians regarding colorectal cancer screening. ACS has contracted with NYSAFP to provide the faculty and conduct the training. Drs. LaBarbera, Hamaoui, Morrow, Kernan and Mahoney have agreed to serve as faculty. We will conduct one of the training sessions at the Winter Weekend. The contract includes funding for a part-time project coordinator. ACS would like us to supervise and house the PT coordinator. I have discussed the possibility of using the person who fills this position to also fill the membership director position we have included in the 2008 budget. This would allow us to use funds from the contract to pay for the new position at least for the duration of the contract with ACS. Dr. Vincent volunteered to join the faculty for this project. Training has been scheduled for November 5th at the American Cancer Society offices in Albany.

Advocacy 

Mr. Grasso reported on the 9/21 meeting with Representative Tim Bishop and several other Academy members who reside in Mr. Bishop’s Congressional District.  It was a productive meeting and several of the members who participated agreed to be Key Contacts for Mr. Bishop.
Drs. David and Krotowski have agreed to present testimony at hearings being held by the NYS Assembly Health Committee on primary care. The hearings are scheduled for October 29th in Albany and November 2nd in NYC.

Chapter Executives Meeting

Doug Henley briefed chapter executives during the chapter executives meeting at the AAFP COD in Chicago. He reported that the AAFP received $4 million less in advertising revenue than budgeted this year. There will be a 12% reduction in staff as the AAFP tries to cut $8.3 million from its operating budget over the next year. There will also be a $20 increase in dues beginning in 2009.

Investment Fund

Our investment account grew in September from $662,709.54 on 9/1/07 to $684,136.90 on 9/30/07.

Childhood Obesity Project

The Foundation for Healthy Living has received a $1.33 million grant from NYSDOH to establish a childhood obesity center for Best Practices. The Academy supported the Foundation request for the funding. The 5-year grant will allow the Foundation to draw together representatives of health plans, providers, community health centers, practice-based research networks and community based organizations in Albany, Rensselaer, Saratoga, Schenectady, Warren and Washington counties to develop models that will target parents as the primary influence on their children’s physical activity and eating behavior. A major project goal is to develop a wide range of tools and resources for providers and community organizations to use to assist parents in guiding their children.

Meeting With CMS Administrator

Dr. Dunn and Mr. Grasso have an appointment with CMS Administrator Kerry Weems in NYC on November 5th. The appointment is part of a series of such meetings which the AAFP Government Relations Office has set up for the Administrator with Chapter leaders.

FMIG Coordinators

Mr. Grasso is working with the AAFP Member Relations Department to recruit FMIG coordinators for NYS medical schools. He received a new student recruitment packet at the end of September and has sent the information to pre-doc coordinators and department chairs. In a new promotion, the AAFP offers any FMIG coordinator who increases student membership on their campus by 20% by 4/30/08 and submits an AAFP FMIG Student Membership Coordinator application to Julie Herzog, a $100 gift.

Membership

We have sent membership information to 28 physicians who attended the 9/15 diabetes program in NYC who are not Academy members. So far, one has responded and asked for additional information.

Budgeting & Financial Management

Mr. Grasso attended a seminar sponsored by ESSAE on October 16th on budgeting & financial management. The speaker was a CPA whose practice is primarily with NFP organizations. It was an excellent program. He had some very good pass out materials and we already do many of the things he recommends, especially regarding how we use our auditor to periodically review our books and make adjustments during the year that help us maintain a balance between our accrual audit and our cash operations systems.

Student Report

There was no student report.

Resident Report

There was no resident report.

Advocacy Report 
Dr. Kaplan distributed a list of legislation which the Commission recommended positions on. He separated out issues which the Commission felt were somewhat controversial and would require board discussion. There was discussion regarding whether we should support mandating coverage for the HPV vaccine. No consensus emerged and no position was taken. The board approved a resolution to support A. 7959 to eliminate the licensure requirement of citizenship or permanent residence for licensed professionals. There was discussion regarding implementation of a statewide immunization registry. Dr. Kaplan reported that the current regulations require an HPN account to access the registry. Only a licensed professional can have an HPN account and a practice cannot have one such account for all licensed professionals in the practice. This presents some problems which will interfere with the ability of practices to comply. These and other issues have been directed to DOH and may cause a delay in implementation or enforcement.
Dr. Philip Kaplan advised the Board  that MSSNY had approved a Resolution on Impaired Drivers and brought to the Board his thoughts on the matter.  After some discussion it was decided that Advocacy should write a resolution to MSSNY opposing MSSNY’s resolution as written.  As MSSNY’s House of Delegates is meeting early this year, the Resolution that is written should be presented to our Executive Committee for their approval.
Education Report  

Dr. Vincent reported that the 9/8 diabetes program presented in NYC in conjunction with CogniMed was a success. More than 100 physicians attended and evaluations were very positive. Declining industry support for medical education affects the Academy’s ability to produce educational programs. Dr. Vincent said the partnership with CogniMed worked well and she thanked Mr. Grasso for his successful efforts to persuade CogniMed to allow the Academy to select the faculty and to determine the content of the diabetes program. There was discussion regarding asking CogniMed and other medical education companies to work with us on additional educational programs in the future. 
Dr. Vincent said the Winter Weekend planning committee will meet during the January 24-27th WW to discuss the conference and to begin planning for the 2009 WW. The Commission recommended that the student budget for WW be reduced unless additional funding becomes available from other sources. 

Four ALSO courses are planned for 2008. The Commission considered a proposal from a physician for CMEtips, but decided to table the proposal until such time as evidence emerges that members would be interested in the program. The Commission recommends that the 2008 cluster and RFMC not be combined.
Leadership Development & Nominations Report  

Dr. Iroku-Malize gave the report. The Commission discussed plans for a chief residents leadership training at the May 9-10 COD. Participation would be limited to two residents from each program. There was discussion regarding the cost of this training. Dr. Iroku-Malize estimated the cost at $16,000 including travel, lodging and meals for participating residents. It was suggested that reserves be used, if necessary, and that we should also solicit financial support from residency programs and county chapters. There was concern that asking programs to provide financial support might discourage them from participating at all. There was consensus to go ahead with the training and not make any changes in the budget. Reserves will be used if necessary.
The Commission plans to conduct training regarding operation of the COD, resolution writing and the experience of people who have attended the COD, at the March 1-2nd cluster in Albany. Training at the August 2-3rd summer cluster will feature reports from our delegates to ALF and NCSC. There was discussion regarding when this training should occur at the summer cluster. The Commission recommended that it be offered in conjunction with lunch. A motion to have the training at the summer cluster occur during the luncheon carried.
Membership Report  

Dr. Greenwald gave the report. The Commission heard presentations from Principle Commercial for a portfolio of financial services including an accounts receivable purchase program and from Rose & Kiernan regarding alternatives to the commercial medical malpractice market. The Commission recommended that the Academy endorse the Principle program. Principle will provide an article for the newsletter regarding some of the services they propose to provide. It was suggested that we consider member reaction to the article and also ask for a list of NY physicians who are clients of Principle’s. There was interest in the idea of forming a risk retention group or captive carrier as an alternative to the commercial malpractice market. We need to ascertain whether the reserves of a RRG or captive would be guaranteed by the State.
Ray Ebarb of the Commission will write an article for the newsletter regarding services performed by his practice that he is not paid for. It will be published on the website as a blog to elicit comments from members regarding their experience with services that are not reimbursed.
The Commission reviewed the Z-list to identify people know to members of the Commission. Dr. Greenwald will write to members in counties that do not have active chapters to advise them that funds are available to support their efforts to organize programs in the chapter or to attend the COD.

Dr. DeSimone gave a report on the activities of the website editorial board. He said the board had a very productive meeting and had identified several changes in format and content for the website. The changes have been made. The board also recommended that a staff person be hired with primary responsibility for reviewing and maintaining content on the site.

Operations Report  

Dr. David gave the report. After discussion, it was determined that the student component of the WW budget should be restored to $20,500 and that we will not provide funding to support NESTFM in 2008. The Commission recommended that STFM meetings be added to the Academy calendar. The Commission reviewed information regarding county chapter dues. There will be a conference call to discuss staff job descriptions. A motion by the Commission to combine the 2008 RFMC and fall cluster was defeated. The fall cluster will be held the weekend of October 18-19 as originally planned at Turning Stone Resort & Casino.
The Commission recommended that reference committee reports at the COD be presented as consent calendars. All items would be subject to extraction upon request by any delegate. This will require an explanation in the Delegates Handbook. The motion to present the reference committee reports as consent calendars at the 2008 COD was approved. 

Dr. David reported on action by the AAFP COD on NY resolutions. Resolution 601 (Enhanced Procedural Training in Family Medicine Residencies was referred to the Reference Committee on Education

The reference committee reported that testimony was in broad agreement with the resolution and that the list of core procedures prepared by STFM was a valuable and excellent start for discussion among the relevant constituencies. The listing will be published in the peer reviewed literature within the next month for comment and debate. Several witnesses expressed concern that this list had not been vetted by stakeholders. Others were concerned that FMRPs lack the resources to offer training in all procedures listed. The STFM Group on Procedures & Hospital Care is scheduled to meet again in January. The Reference Committee recommended referral to the Board.

Resolution 504 (Patient/Physician Confidentiality) was referred to the Reference Committee on Public Policy

Testimony was divided. Some witnesses testified that they supported involvement of parents or other authority figures in adolescent decision-making regarding health care issues. Others expressed concern that adolescents would avoid receiving care if their parents would find out. The Committee was concerned that laws vary among states and that the issue was further complicated by the advent of EMRs. Members also were uncertain how the Resolution could be implemented if the parents were paying for the patient’s care. The complexity of the issue compelled the Committee to recommend referral for further study.

The Reference Committee recommendation was adopted.

Resolution 505 (Repeal the Hyde Amendment) was referred to the Reference Committee on Public Policy

There were strong statements both in support and opposition. Committee members were persuaded by the argument that the AAFP has limited resources with which to advocate. The Committee recommended referral to the Board for further consideration.

Election Results

President-Elect: 


Ted Epperly, MD of ID

Speaker:



Thomas Weida, MD of PA

Vice Speaker:


Leah Raye Mabry, MD of TX

Director:


Kenneth Bertka, MD of OH





David Ellington, MD of VA




Glen Stream, MD of WA

ABFM Nominees:

Alan David, MD of WI




Mary Elizabeth Roth, MD of PA




Michael Workings, MD of MI

Student Director:


Beth Lawson Loney of KS

Resident Director:

Tobie Smith, MD of TX

New Physician Director: 

Jason Marker, MD of IN

Dr. David reported that he intends to run for the AAFP board in 2010.
Public Health Report  

Dr. Wetterau gave the report. It contained a summary of several actions that the Public Health Commission will be taking over the next several months pertaining to advocacy of the single payer, congestion pricing, anti-tobacco measures, and liability.  We will also be conducting more research with the Advocacy Commission on the HPV Vaccine and its relationship to a school mandate and patient confidentiality.  

MSSNY will award up to 20 hours of CME credit to physicians who actually implement substance abuse screening in their practices. Dr. Wetterau will send Mr. Grasso a letter to forward to the appropriate staff at the AAFP requesting that the AAFP also authorize CME credit for screening for substance abuse. 
Old Business
Dr. Van Bellingham asked that two hours at the March cluster be devoted to discussing the strategic plan. A motion to have the discussion occur over dinner on Saturday evening was approved. There was discussion, but no decision regarding who would facilitate the discussion.
New Business  
Dr. Greenwald recommended that the Education Commission review the evidence regarding the health effects of dairy products and make a recommendation regarding whether we should continue our endorsement of programs and recommendations of the Dairy Council. The motion carried.

Dr. Kaplan recommended that the Academy adopt a policy stipulating that commissions may not make statements that have not been approved by the board or COD. A motion to this effect was approved.

Miranda asked that the Academy publish its own domestic violence training program.
The board went into executive session.

Meeting adjourned at 12:30 p.m. 

Recorded By,

Vito Grasso, MPA, CAE
Executive Vice President



Action Items from the Cluster

1. Norm Wetterau will send Vito a draft letter to the AAFP regarding CME credit for screening by members.
2. Bobbi will add information to the Delegates handbook regarding presentation of reference committee reports as consent calendars. Any delegate may extract any item for debate.

3. Vito will add Miriam Vincent to the faculty for the CRC screening project.

4. Vito will contact CogniMed and other medical education companies regarding joint ventures.

5. Pat will send the rural diabetes presentation to Miriam Vincent and will confirm the grant from the MI AFP for the WW.

6. Pat will obtain the AAFP policies regarding commercial support for CME and criteria for obtaining evidence-based credit and will send these policies to members of the Education Commission.
7. Vito will develop a commission report form for chairs to use to make their reports at the luncheon following commission meetings.

8. Vito will invite HANYS to sponsor a luncheon at the WW for residents and students to promote opportunities to practice at upstate hospitals.

9. Pat will arrange for NYSAFP email addresses for board members.

10. Bobbi will order business cards for the president and president-elect after the 2008 COD.

11. Bobbi will include the following attachments with the board minutes:

a) Dr. Dunn’s letter to Laura Dillon at the NYS Insurance Department regarding PRI

b) Dr. Dunn’s letter to ABC regarding the Desperate Housewives episode

c) The email from MSSNY EVP Rick Abrams requesting support for MSSNY’s liability reform efforts

d) Minutes of all commission meetings

e) The 2008 budget

f) The MSSNY impaired driver resolution from Dr. Kaplan’s report to the board
